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The PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY REDUCTION OF REMUNER-
ATION (SENIOR PUBLIC OFFICERS) BILL

Assent

Message lrom the Governor received and read
notifying assent 10 the Bill.

ANIMALS: DOG ACT
Review: Petition

On motions by the Hon. Fred McKenzie, the
following petition bearing the signatures of six
persons was received, read, and ordered 1o lie
upor the Table of the House—

To the Honourable Members in Parlia-
ment Asscmbled, We, the undersigned, wish
to draw your atiention to the fact that the
recommendations put to the Minister by the
Dog Act Review Commitiee, May 1983, are
a scrious menace to our civil rights and ac-
cordingly hereby request that you reject, in
its entirety, the reported recommendations of
that commitlee, and as in duty bound, your
petitioners shall ever pray.

(Sce Paper No. 253.)

ANIMALS: DOG ACT
Review: Petition

On molions by the Hon. Margaret McAlcer,
the following petition bearing the signature of one
person was received, read, and ordered to lie upon
the Table of the House—

To the Honourable Members in Parlia-
menl Assembled, We, the undersigned, wish
to draw your attention to the fact that the
recommendations put to the Minister by the
Dog Act Review Committee, May 1983, are
a serious menace 1o our civil rights and ac-
cordingly hereby request that you reject, in
its entirety, the reported recommendations of
this committee, and as in duty bound your
humble petitioners shall ever pray.

{See Paper No. 254.)
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QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at Lhis stage.

During questions without notice the President
made the following statement—

STANDING ORDER No. 212
Statement by President

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Grilfiths):
Honourable members will be aware that one hour
has now elapsed since the time set down for the
commencement of business of the day. | wish 10
make a couple of comments in regard to Lhe state
of affairs we have now reached.

Members will know that until quite recently it
has never been necessary to invoke the provisions
of Standing Order No. 212. 1 have been
interpreting it in the same way, on the odd oc-
casion that the situation has occurred in recent
times and applied to it the same provisions as |
have for Standing Order No. 181. | have been
laoking at Standing Order No. 212 and it occurs
to me that it is worded slightly differently from
Standing Order No. 181.

In future, commencing now, it is my intention
not to initiate the seeking of leave 10 proceed with
whatever we are doing at one hour after the com-
mencement of the House. | will leave it for some
honourable member to seck leave 1o proceed with
what we are doing. 1 will draw to the attention of
the House the fact that the time has been
reached. T will continue with the same procedure
in regard to Standing Order No. 181 as [ have in
the past.

[ draw to the attention of honourable members
the fact that one hour has elapsed.

[Resolved: That formal business be continued.]

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central
Metropolitan—Attorney General) [5.46 p.m.]: |
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill contains a number of proposals which
form part of a range of electoral reform undertak-
ings presented to the electors by the Labor Party
al the 1983 general elections.

Firstly, it makes provision for the establishment
of a working relationship between the State and
the Commonwealth to enable electors to complete
only one claim card to achieve enrolment on both
rolls. This is a benefit that has been denied West-
ern Australians while being available to the elec-
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tors of most other States for many years. I pres-
ents an arrangement that will extend 10 the co-op-
cralive processing of claim cards so as to make
more cffective use of manpower and reduce costs
to the taxpayer.

Our present operating costs are approximately
$300 more per 1 000 electors than the five Aus-
tralian States average.

11 is proposed to authorise an agreement be-
tween the two Governments which will provide
that a single claim card be first lodged with the
Australian Electoral Office. That office will check
the qualifications of claimants and then communi-
cate the data 1o the Siate Electoral Department,
which will enrol the person for State purposcs.

The pessibility of the State and Commonwealth
operating a joint electoral roll has existed in sec-
tion 31 of our Electoral Act for years. However,
the concept in this Bill is not one of joint rolls
such as is operated in some Australian States.
Both the Commonwealth and the State will main-
tain separatc rolls for their respective purposes.

This approach has been favoured because State
rolls are used for a number of purposes which are
not the concern of the Commonwealth. In other
words, the Government wishes to preserve some
measure of independence for the State in this
matter. The arrangement will retain the electoral
databank in Western Australia and permit us to
use this information to serve all State purposes.

Such an arrangement demands that the qualifi-
cations for enrolment be the same for the State
and the Commonwealth. The Bill, thereflore, con-
tains amendments which will align Stale enrol-
ment qualifications with those now applying
under Commonwealth law.

One of these is the additional three months’
qualification for enrolment by Western Aus-
tralian clectors, which has been a hindrance to
Commonwealth-State co-operation since it was
introduced in 1948. [t is necessary also to change
certain other matters which would otherwise pro-
vide a hindrance to a joint working arrangement.

The previous Government agreed with the
Commonwcalth and other States to delete
references to “*British subject” as a qualification
for enrolment and 1o substitute a requirement
that the claimant be a natural born or naturalised
Australian citizen. This Bill provides for the
change to be introduced on a proclaimed day by
arrangement between the Commonwealth and 1he
States and in this regard, negotiations are in prog-
ress.

There is a provision to preserve the right to en-
rolment for persons already enrolled who may
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currently ¢laim to be British subjects but have not
yet acquired Australian citizenship.

Other matters which require to be deleted from
our current law include the requirements concern-
ing the witnessing of initial enrolment claims by a
very small group of specified persons. In future
we will require only that a witness be a person
qualified for enrolment. This is the position under
Commonwealth and other States’ legislation. This
was always the case until the Kimberley Court of
Disputed Returns, alter which amendments were
introduced making it more difficult for citizens in
remote parts of the State to enrol.

Although this was done by the Government, at
the time it did not produce evidence that there
were any abuses of the system which made such a
restriclive move desirable.

A further amendment repeals the law passed in
1981 which demands that a claim be submitted to
the Electoral Registrar within 31 days of
completion. This obviously is a big disadvaniage
to those who live in remote areas of the State, and
apart from there never having been any real need
for such a law, it would now act as a bar to the es-
tablishment of co-operative working arrangements
with the Commonwealth.

The Biil contains alsc a number of
improvements which will eliminate some of the
causes of criticism which have been voiced loudly
in the past.

Claim cards have previously been rejected if
lodged within 14 days of the issue of a writ for a
general election. Cards will now be accepted up to
6.00 p.m. on the day of issue of the writ. The
names of those claimants will be included in the
rolls for the pending election. This means that
citizens will have 14 days from the time an elec-
tion is announced in which to enrol, insiead of
Governments being able 1o close the rolls sud-
denly for political advantage.

This Government is pleased to be the first
Government in Australia to give eleclors the cour-
tesy of two weeks’ notice of the closing of rolls for
an election or referendum. This will introduce a
new time factor affecting the preparation of the
rolls, and 1o compensate for Lhis a minimum of 14
days will be fixed for the closing of nominations
for an election following the issuc of the writ.

While our current law has done little to sim-
plify the process of enrolment or to encourage
citizens to enrol, stringent provisions have been
provided for the striking off of persons who fail to
vole at an election and who do not reply to a no-
tice sent to them by the Chief Electoral Officer. It
may not be their fault that they have not replied.
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A postal error may be involved or the information
on the clecioral card may be wrong or out of date.

With the introduciion of co-operative arrange-
ments with the Commonwealth, the Siate will
gain the benefit of the house-to-house canvassing
conducied by the Commonwealth. This is the
most cifective means of keeping rolls in good
order, both in relation to the number of persons
enrolled and the accuracy of the information.

The Chiel Electoral Officer will not in fulure
have to obey a mandatory provision requiring the
striking off of a non-voter’s name. He will have a
discretion which will be related 1o the new facility
to investigate each to establish that a person is or
is not a resident at the address for which he or she
is enrolled,

The Bill will adjust also certain deficiencies in
the form of the claim card. There are persons in
the community who do not know their exact birth
date. Such people {ind difficulty in completing the
card as required. In future it will be sufficient for
them to estabiish that they are at least 18 years of
age.

People living in remote areas where there is no
mail delivery service have experienced problems
in obtaining delivery of electoral matter sent to
them by the Electoral Department. This applies
particularly 1o people who seek postal votes. The
claim card will make provision for the claimant to
provide a postal address. This information will not
appear on the clectoral roll but will be used by the
department when sending this type of communi-
cation to the elector, thereby guaranteeing deliv-
ery.

Once the working arrangement is concluded
with the Commonwealth, the Chief Electoral
Officer will be required Lo enrol all persons whose
names appear on the Commonwealth roll but not
on the State roll. This should help to make up the
deficiency in numbers which has in the past been
revealed from a comparison of the numbers en-
rolled for the Commonwealth and the State.

Ongoing arrangements for joint enrolment pro-
cessing should then guarantee that the figures
should remain reasonably comparable. The Chief
Electoral Officer will be required to undertake
this addition of names within a period of six
months from the date of operation of the scheme.

The Bill includes an amendment to provide 48
hours’ notice to be given to candidates when a
mobilc polling booth visits a
institution.

The right 1o vote is fundamental in any country

claiming to be a democracy and these reforms will
make it casier for people to be enrolled and to ex-
ercise their democratic right.

hospital or -
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I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on mation by the Hon. P. G.
Pendal.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central
Metropolitan—Attorney General) [5.55 pm.]: |
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill amends the Constitution Acts Amend-
ment Act and is consequential 1o the Electoral
Amendment Bill in regard 10 the proposed
changes in the qualifications of electors. It follows
that the amendments to sections 7 and 20 will be-
come necessary for similar changes to the qualifi-
cations for members of Parliament to be effected.

I commend the Bill to the House,

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. P. G.
Pendal.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 17 August.

HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North) [5.56
p-m.]: | wish to use this debate to draw to the at-
tention of the House my very grave concern at the
trend towards separate racial development that
appears to be happening in Australia today.
Firstly | will refer to moves that are in the process
of being made 1o acquire huge tracts of land right
across Australia for some Aboriginal people; the
so-called land rights movement.

Secondly, 1 will refer 10 moves towards the de-
velopment of separaie laws for Aboriginal people.
Thirdly, 1 will refer to the proliferation of organ-
isations that have developed right across Australia
for the administration of Aboriginal affairs. Fi-
nally, [ will discuss the methods being used by the
perpetrators of the separate racial movement to
achieve their end.

In recent times the land rights debate in West-
ern Ausiralia has hotted up because of the change
of Government. However, this issue has been in
the political area across Australia for a number of
years, and probably gained its greatest momen-
tum during the Whitlam period. Coming out of
that was the land rights legislation in relation to
the Northern Territory which was passed by the
Fraser Government.

I will outline the different types of land rights
legislation implemented in Australia since the in-
itial legislation affecting the Northern Territory. |
will talk about each particular State in turn for a
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moment, and then | will focus my attention on the
present situation in Western Australia.

The land rights legislation relating to the
Northern Territory is essentially in line with Fed-
eral Labor Party policy and with State ALP pol-
icy as it was before the State ALP came into
Gavernment.

When the legislation was implemenited in the
Northern Territory, the existing Aboriginal re-
serves were converied to inalienable frechold title
for Aboriginal people. Unoccupied Crown land
then became subject to claim. Aboriginal groups
may make a claim, and if they can convince the
land commissioner that they have a traditional or
particular reason for owning that land, they can
have it granted 1o them under inalienable freehold
title. Pastoral leases which were owned by Abor-
iginal communities, and subsequently any pas-
toral leases purchased by Aboriginal groups,
could be converled to inalienable freehold title,
provided the communities could convince the land
commissioner that they had some traditional
ownership of the land.

The position that has arisen in the Northern
Terrilory is that about 47 per cent of the land
area is now either owned by Aboriginal communi-
ties through Aboriginal lands trusts, administered
by land councils, or is presently subject to claim.
The sort of {reehold title which has been made
available to Aboriginal communities has certain
provisions attached to it which are not available
under other types of title held by other people in
the community. For exampte, there is significant
control over the activities of mining companies.
There is ample evidence of up-front payments
being required for mining companies to go onto
Aboriginal land.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Rubbish!

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Let me finish. Provision
exists for royalties 10 be payable to the Aboriginal
lands counci) which administers a particular picce
of land. Entry restrictions apply to non-Aborigi-
nal people wishing to go onto Aboriginal lands,
and fines of up to $1 000 apply for unauthorised
entry anto Aboriginal land by non-Aborigines.

Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Prior to the suspension |
was discussing the land rights issue as it applies in
Australia and particularly in the Northern Terri-
tory and the legistation that exists there. [ talked
aboui the controls that exist over mining in the
Northern Territory and | mentioned the restric-
tions on entry onto Aboriginal land applying to all
persons other than Aborigines. | mentioned the
stiff fines payable in the cvent thal someone en-
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tered onto Aboriginal land in an unauthorised
way.

The inalienable freehold title in the Northern
Territory is held by the Aboriginal lands trusis
which are set up for each particular area of land
under land rights title. As a consequence, there
really is no individual ownership of Aboriginal
land by Aboriginal people; we have this “nice™
socialist way of doing things, where everything
belongs to the community and nothing belongs to
the individual. 1n fact what we have is land being
returned to Aboriginal communities and not to
Aboriginal individuals.

The administration of the land held under these
titles is carried out by the various land councils
set up under the Act. In effect they are huge new
bureaucracies. | understand that the northern
land council in Darwin employs up to 80 public
servants to carry out its activities. So this legis-
lation has provided a nice employment area for
bureaucrats to carry oul the sorts of activities in
which we all know bureaucrats are involved, such
as making life difficult for people and ensuring
everything takes twice as long as it should.

We also have the situation in the Northern Ter-
ritory which has come to note of late, something
that is particularly important; that is, the question
of sea rights. Rights 1o the sea are contained in
the Northern Territory legislation. Recently in
the Northern Territory Government Gazette,
G30, 29 July 1983, there appeared an announce-
ment that in the Milingimbi locality, Arafura
Sea, a two-kilometre area of the sea around the
Milingimbi Island is to be given as sea rights, il
we like, to the Aboriginal community in that area.
So we have the situation where aboutl 47 per cent
of the Northern Tecritory is either controlled by
Aboriginal groups or is in the process of being
transferred 1o theit ownership under this
inalienable freehold title | discussed earlier.

South Australia has legislation for land rights
which is different from the Northern Territory
legislation in the sense that each piece of legis-
lation is specific to a particular area. In the
Northern Territory it is open-ended; the claims
can continue on and on, so there is really no end
to it while claims are being made. In South Aus-
tralia each piece of legislation relates to a particu-
lar area of land, so in that sense it is not open-
ended.

So we have that huge area of South Australia
which was given over 10 the Pitjantjatjara people
in the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act of 981.
This legistation is even more restrictive in respect
of the entry requirement than is the Northern
Territory legislation. It provides for a fine of $200
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for unintentional entry onto Aboriginal land. It
provides for a fine of $2 000 plus $500 a day for
entry onto Aboriginal land in an intentional way.
1t provides for a fine of $10 000 plus $1 000 a day
for unauthorised mining on Pitjantjatjara land.

Hon. C. ). Bell: This is in Australia?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is interesting in this
situation 1o rcalise that what we have is legis-
lation which is saying that some Australian people
are nol permitted to go into certain parts of Aus-
tralia without obtaining permission and being
subject to thesc horrendous fines if convicted
under the legistation.

Like

Hon. Tom Stcphens: the North-West

Capc or Pinc Gap.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not know about Pine
Gap, but that is a defence installation. in respect
of 10 per cent of South Australia and 47 per cent
of the Northern Territory there is restricted entry
to Australians, not on the ground that it is a de-
fence establishment where secrecy applies for the
protection of Australia; this is land given over to
another group of Australians simply because they
arc Aboriginges.

This is one of the rcasons | am so opposed to
the concept of land rights: 11 provides title to land
for a group ol pcople in the community and not
for others. However, 1 will carry on describing the
South Australian legislation.

That legislation is sensible in the sense that it
provides lor arbitration in respect of mining; it
docs not have an automatic arrangement as in the
Northern Territory lcgislation where mining can
be stopped simply by a resolution or a dccision of
a lands council.

In South Australia at least provision is made
for an arbitrator to consider the different argu-
ments of Lthe miners versus the Aboriginal people,
if there is some question about whether mining
should go ahead. As in the Northern Territory
legislation there is provision for royaltics 1o be
payable to the Aboriginal peoplc, as well as to the
Governmenl, for any mining that takes place on
Aboriginal land.

The land is controtled by a body corporate set
up 1o administer the land which is the subject of

the legislation. At preseat approximately 10 per -

cent of South Australia is covered by land rights
or inalienable frechold title given to an Aboriginal
group.

Various types of land rights legislation are
found in New South Wales, Victoria, and
Tasmania. In New South Wales the idea is rela-
tively new and it has been roundly criticiesed by
Aboriginal groups because they believe they did
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not gel enough land. The Wran Government be-
lieves it gave them sufficient. That State’s legis-
lation is open-ended in the sense that a certain
proportion of revenue received from land tax will
be used to buy land. So that State has an open-
ended arrangement.

T am not wotally familiar with the proposed Vic-
torian legislation, but | think it is something along
the lines of the New South Wales legislation. The
argument in Tasmania is that there are no Abor-
igines and therefore there should be no land
rights. In Queensland the situation is similar to
the arrangement in Western Australia, in that
Queensland has various forms of reserves estab-
lished for Aboriginal people.

I comec now to the situation which applies in
Western Australia at present. We have reserves,
set up under the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority Act, which cover about 8 per cent aof
the State; that is, about 218 000 squarc kilo-
metres.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Do you require permission
to go onto those reserves?

Hon. N, F. MOORE: Yes, and [ will 1alk about
that, 100.

That huge area, most of which | might add is in
my electorate and so | know it well, is owned by
the Crown through the Aboriginal Lands Trust.
There is a restriction on enatry as Mr Stephens has
mentioned. There is also a provision for consul-
tation with the Minister with special responsibility
for Aboriginal Affairs in the event of possible
mining. We also have pastoral leases which cover
about 38 per ccnt of the State, or 950 000 square
kilometres. We have unoccupied Crown land
covering 40 per cent of the State or about )
mitlion square kilometres. We have freehold land
which is land held under normal, fec-simple free-
hold, covering 172 000 squarc kilometres, or six
per cent of the State. That is the existing arrange-
ment for land use which applies in Western Aus-
tralia.

If we look at what the new Government is likely
to do in the area of Aboriginal land rights in
Western Australia, we must go back to what it
has actually said.

Hon. Tom Stephens: That we will have an in-
quiry.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: First, in the ALP State
platform, operative fram 1 September 1982, on
page 102, the following can be found—

Accordingly, a Labor Government will

introducc legislation to apply 10 Western
Australia provisions similar to those of the
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Northern Territory Aboriginal Land Rights
Bill initiated by the Federal Labor Party.

It might have been initiated by the Federal Labor
Party but, regretiably, it was introduced by the
Federal Liberal Party. If we then look at what the
ALP said prior to the election we must consider
what was said by the then Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Mr Burke. We then get an even clearer pic-
ture, or in some ways a less clear picture, of what
the ALP was all about al that time.

In November, a group of Npaanatjarra people
from my eclectoraie and from parts of the North-
ern Territory and South Australia came to Perth
on the so-called long march to ask for land rights.
1 know a lot of them came down certainly not of
their own volition. Certainly they did not save
their money 10 come down as was reported; many
were offecred moncy. They camped at the
Claremont Showgrounds and were addressed by
the then Leader of the Opposition. The following
was reporied in The West Australian of 17
November, 1983—

Mr Burke, told a smaller gathering that
the Labor Party was committed 10 an Abor-
iginal land-rights policy.

Speaking with the aid of an interpreter,
Mr Burke promised the Ngaanatjarra people
frechold title to the entire central reserve
area—-and more.

The Labor Party, he said, recognised their
claim that their traditional lands extended
beyond the reserve boundaries.

Point of Order

Hon. TOM STEPHENS: Is it possible for the
member 10 be asked to identify the document
from which he is quoting so that at the end of his
specch it will be possible to ask for it to be
tabled?

The DBEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. L
Wordsworth): Would the honourable member
please identify the document?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am quoting from a
pamphlet which contains a photocopy of a news-
paper article. 1t is [rom The West Australian but
the datc is not included. It is a direct copy of the
newspaper article. 1 will be happy 1o table it.

Debate Resumed

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Burke promised these
Aboriginal people, who had come all the way
from the central desert area of Western Australia
to put lforward arguments aboul land rights, that
he would pive them (rechold title to the central re-
serves, and more. He said he believed they were
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entitled to traditional lands outside the reserves.
That promise was made. He said that when he be-
came Premier, that is what he would do.

So when we look at the ALP platform and Mr
Burke's promises, we would assume thai upon
taking office the ALP would introduce legislation
based upon its platform, which is quite specific
and clear and which was to introduce legislation
based upon the Northern Territory model. That is
what the ALP was all about, yet it has decided to
have an inquiry. Before | talk about the Seaman
inquiry | would like to translate into the Western
Australian situation what would have happened
had the Labor Party decided to abide by its
platform. 1 am waiting for it 10 tell me why it did
not go ahead with its platform, but | am sure its
members will have a good answer. | have a lew
ideas of my own. If the ALP had introduced its
land rights legislation based upon its platform,
this is what we would have got in Western Aus-
tralia, bearing in mind what | have said pre-
viously about the situation in the Northern Terri-
tory.

The cight per cent of Western Australia which
is held under Aboriginal reserves—the 218 000
square kilometres—would automatically become
Aboriginal land wilh inalienable frechotd title.
The unoccupied crown land—40 per cent—of
Weslern Australia would be subject 10 claim and
if the claim was justified in court 1o the land com-
missioner it could also be granted as inalienable
frechold title.

There are people in the community who argue
that the Aboriginal people are entitled 10 all the
frechold land and they could thercfore argue also
that the unoccupied Crown tand should go 1o Ab-
original groups. Drawing a long bow, 48.6 per
cent of Western Australia could be subjccl to
claim immediately legislation was passed.

[ refer now to pastoral lcases, which cover 38
per cent of the State. As soon as an Aboriginal
group or community bought leases they would be
subject to claim as well and they could be
transferred 1o inalienable freehold title in the
same way as unoccupied Crown land.

The Aboriginal Decvelopment  Commission
which is funded by the Federal Govern-
meni-—there never scems 1o be any shortage of
money for that group—spends miilions of dollars
acquiring land, and it has acquired a large
number of pastoral lcases for Aboriginal groups.
There is no rcason 10 suggest that this would not
continue every time a pastoral leasc was pur-
chased; it could be converted to inalicnable [ree-
hold title. Only six per cent of Western Australia
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is freehold land; this surprises me because |
thought i1 would be much more.

It is interesting to note that if freehotd land
were purchased by Aboriginal groups it could be
converled to inalicnable frechold title. It is wrong
for people to assumc that this sort of system
would apply only to remote areas in Western Aus-
tralia. It could apply 10 any part of Western Aus-
tralia. [t is interesting also ithat Mr Scaman who
is conducting the inquiry has said that the only
headaches he cxpects will be in respect of the
South-West Land Division. That is what we have
1o consider when we talk about transtating the
ALP platform into the Western Australian situ-
ation. What did the Government do? 1t did not go
ahead and introduce its platform by way of legis-
lation; instead it introduced an inquiry—a tech-
nique used by Governmenits when they cannot sort
out a problem. The ALP set up an inquiry the
terms of reference of which were restrictive. It
almost presupposed the legislation.

The inquiry is not an inquiry as to whether
there should be land rights; the inquiry is 10 deter-
mine what sort of land rights should be imposed.
When the Minister with special responsibility for
Aboriginal Affairs announced the inquiry he said
that land rights would apply to all reserves which
are held under various Acts of Parliament and
which are controlled by Aboriginal people. The
Minister has said already that there will be land
rights but we now have an inquiry which will de-
cide how land rights will be implemented, what
sort of title will be applied, and what other land
ought to be included.

It is clear from the lerms of reference that the
Government predetermined the sort of conclusion
that could be recached. Mr Seaman has been re-
stricted in his ability to produce a report which
canvasses the whole question of Aboriginal land
rights across the board. In fact, it is a very good
opportunity for the Government to put 1o rest,
once and for all, the question of whether land
rights are acceptable Lo Australians, and Western
Australians in particular.

I refer 10 a recenmt survey conducted by the
Morgan-Gallup pell and published in The Bull-
etin on 2 August 1983 on the question of land
rights. I gives a clear indication of the beliefs of
the Australian people in respect of land rights. It
is my contention that 80 per cent of Australians
are opposed 1o the granting of land rights as they
apply in the Northern Territory or South Aus-
tralia.

Hon. Tom Sicphens: How do you relate that to
the Margan-Gallup poll?
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Hon. N. F. MOORE: [ will explain it, and |
quote as follows—

People surveyed were asked: “In your op-
inion, should Aborigines have more, the same
or less land rights than other Australians?”

The result was—

13 per cent of Australians said “more™.
72 per cent of Australians said “‘same”.
8 per cent said “less”.

and 7 per cent were undecided.

“Land rights” as | interpret it and as | have ex-
plained 1onight, means more title, or a different
entitlement. Seventy-two per cent of the popu-
lation agreed that there should be the same rights
and eight per cent said there should be less rights.
If one adds 72 per cenL and eight per cent one
finds 80 per cent of the population are opposed to
my conception of “land rights™ and to the concep-
tion most people have of “land rights”. Eighty per
cent of the population believe that Aboriginal
people should not have a better title than anyone
else and that, for the benefit of Mr Stephens, is
what the Morgan-Gallup poll indicated. 1 believe
that the poll was badly worded and it did not indi-
cate what *land rights” meant. It interpreted
*land rights” as meaning the same rights to land
as anyone else, but that is not correct.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Presumably you are con-
ducting another poll which will outline questions
in more accurate lerms.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: What | am saying is that
the Labor Party has prevented an opportunity for
the Seaman inquiry to have suitable terms of
reference.,

Hon. Tom Stephens: We could give them
another term of reference such as *Do you think
we should have a Labor Government?”

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Is Mr Stephens not
supgesting to me that the Labor Party has 2 man-
date to introduce land rights legislation?

Hon. Tom Stephens: That is our policy.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Of course, but surely Mr
Stephens is not trying to tell me Lhat everything in
the Labor Party’s platform is what the majority of
the people want?

Hon. Tom Stephens: For what parts of our
platform do we have a mandate?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I do not know, but this is

one area for which the Government does not have
a mandate.

The Morgan-Gallup poll shows that 80 per cent
of the people do not agree with the Labor Party
policy and if that is not an indictment of the
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member’s argument, | do not know what is. The
Labor Party has had the opportunity to decide
whether Abarigines should have land rights. The
inquiry will cost the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia a great sum of money, and it should include
the whole principle of land rights. The Labor
Party was not prepared 1o do that; but now it says
that it has a mandate to do it.

Hon. Mark Nevill: The Gallup poll also says
that 40 per cent agree with mineral rights for
Aborigines.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Sixty per cent of the
population say that they do not agree with it. ]
am arguing about the principle of land rights and
the Labor Party had an opportunity to conduct an
inquiry on this basis. The ALP knows that the fig-
ures in the Morgan-Gallup poll are right and that
is why it does not have legislation before this
House similar to that of the Northern Territory
land rights legislation. [t knows very well that the
people of Western Australia do not want it.

Hon. Mark Nevill: You are confusing figures
when you say that 60 per cent of the people do
not agree with it.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | want 10 look at what
the Federal ALP is all about. As we all know, the
decisions made by the Federal ALP are
“superior” to those decisions made by the people
on the other side of this House at their confer-
ences. The ALP Federal policy on tand rights is
stated in its 1982 Platform Constitution and
Rules™ on pages 4 and 5 under the heading “‘Land
Rights”. It says a Labor Government will—

(1 Grant land rights and compensation to
Aboriginal and Islander communities, using
the principles and recommendations of the
Aboriginal Land Rights Commission
(Woodward Report) as a basis for legis-
lation) subject 10 a continuing review,

The Woodward report recommended the North-
crr Territory land rights system which was im-
plemented by the Fraser Government.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Not entirely.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: No, not in its enlircty,
but the Federal Minister at the Lime had some
common sense and his amendments were gener-
ally well accepted.

Hon. Mark Nevill: Do you support him?

Hon. Tom Sicphens: He was not supported by
your party in this State.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: In our party we are en-
titled to different points of view and | am making
mine now. The platform of the ALP is binding on
all members of that party. It supports land nghts
tegistation based on he Northern Territory
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model, which would mean that initially 50 per
cent of Westlern Australia would be available for
land right claims and it could allow for a much
greater percentage in the long term.

We are not only stuck with the ALP Federal
plaiform, but we are also stuck with the Federal
Minister for Aboriginal’ Affairs, who is certainly
considerably worse than some of his predecessors.
I will quote some of Mr Holding's comments on
the question of land rights 10 indicate where the
Federal Government stands on this particular
matter. In the Weekend Australian of 6-7
August, 1983 on page 3 the following statement
appears—

LEGISLATION granting Aborigines land
rights in every State is to be introduced by
the Federal Government within a year.

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr
Holding, said yesterday the Government not
only had an clection mandate to grant such
rights, but the High Court ruling on the
Tasmanian dam issue also showed it had the
necessary pawers.

Mr Holding’s attitude is that within 12 months of
6 August national land rights legislation will be
introduced into the Federal Parliament.

I quote also from what Mr Holding said in The
Sydney Morning Herald on 25 July, on page 5. [t
reads as follows—

Mr Holding said consensus was what he
would be aiming for in the talks with the
Siates culminating in uniform land rights
legislation to be introduced in the Budget
session next year,

I refer 10 the word “consensus™. We seem lo have
heard it quile often since the beginning of March
this year—the spirit of consensus and national
rcconciliation. He went on 1o say, 'l don’t want 1o
twist anybody's arm but there may be occasions
when we have 1o break a few™. This was a com-
ment made by the Federal Minister when
referring to consensus and national reconciliation
and told the people of Australia that they will
have uniform legislation across the board. He wil)
have to think first, before he breaks or twists any-
one's arm.

Hon, Tom Stephens: He will probably break
an arm if Bjelke-Petersen is still in Government
next year.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: He certainly will be and
probably with increased numbers.

Hon. D. K. Dans: What side are you on?
Several members interjected.
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Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Queensland Liberal
Parly has an unforunatc attitude and it does not
deserve 1o do better than it is doing now,

Mr Holding talks about consensus, and claims
that he has the power under the Constitution, and
if people do not agree with him he will use those
constitutional powers to make them agree. Is that
nat fantastic, when we look at the whole idea of
consensus and national reconciliation so espoused
by the Prime Minister? Not content with saying
those sort of things, Mr Holding has now
introduced an inquiry into the Aboriginal Land
Rights {(Northern Territory) Act and | would like
to quote from the terms of reference. He says—

[ ALLAN CLYDE HOLDING, Minster
of State for Aboriginal Affairs, hereby ap-
point THE  HONOURABLE  MR.
JUSTICE JOHN LESLIE TOOCHEY, a
Judge of the Federal Court of Australia, to
make a general review of and report on the
provisions and operation of the Aboriginal
Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976,
and to recommend amendments to that Act
and changes 1o any other legislation where
appropriate, having regard to the following
principles which the Government sces as
fundamental in relation to Aboriginal land
rights:

So, once again we have this restriction on an in-
quiry, based on the principles that the Govern-
ment sees as being important. Those principles
are—

(1) Aboriginal land to be held under
inalienable freehold title;

That is the title about which T talked earlier,
which is not available to anybody ¢lse, except Ab-
ariginal communities. To continue—

(2) protection of Aboriginal sites:

(3) Aboriginal conirol in relation to mining
on Aboriginal land;
(4) access to mining royalty equivalents;
(5) compensation for lost land to be nego-
tiated;
It then gocs on to give the Lerms of reference of
the inquiry. They are the principltes under which
Mr Holding intends 1o provide uniform land
rights legislation across Australia, As lar as | am
concerned, that is the most worrying aspect. Here
we have a Federal Government which is saying to
the States, “If you do not co-aperate and do what
we say with respect to this important issue—the
issue of land ownership and land title—we will
legislate for you™. Thal is exactly whal Mr Hold-
ing has said on scveral occasions, and | have
quoted only two examples tonight. He has made it
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quite clear that the Federal Government will be
legislating if the States do not do as it wants them
to do. | have read to the House the principles
under which Mr Holding is operating.

Hon. J. M. Brown: Is Mr Holding conducting
the inquiry, or Justice Toohey?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Justice Toohey is
conducting the inguiry under the restrictions
which have been placed on him, and by which he
must abide.

Hon. J. M. Brown: Yes, under those guidelines,
which you have denounced.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | will give Mr Brown a
copy; probably, he has not read it. Mr Holding
then sets out the terms and conditions under
which the inquiry will operate; if that is not re-
stricting the inquiry in the same way as the Sea-
man inquiry has been restricted, | do not know
what is.

Hon. Tom Stephens: If your Government had
set up an inquiry such as this, wouldn’t you have
given the inquiry some terms of reference?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: [ am talking about what
this Government and its Federal colleagues are
doing with respect to land rights in Australia, and
I am saying to the Hon. Tom Stephens and to the
House that the Federal Government intends to
introduce land rights legislation if the State
Government does not. | would have thought the
Premier would have been loud in his condem-
nation of Mr Holding for presuming 1o interfere
in an area which, in my judgment, is paramount
in the States’ rights arpument; namely, who con-
trols the land? 11 is arguable whether the Com-
monwealth in fact has the power under the Con-
stitution to do so. Most constitutional lawyers say
it has, and that the High Court decision with re-
spect to the Franklin Dam makes it even clearer.
However, 1 would be very interested to see what
the present State Government would do if Mr
Holding decides to carry out his threat—which is
atl it is—and to see whether the State Govern-
ment would tell him to mind his own business, or
whether it would meekly stand aside and let the
Federal Government make laws which are rightly
the responsibility of the State.

The Federal Government also has placed a re-
striction by way of a time limit on the Seaman in-
quiry. Mr Holding talks about such legislation
being introduced in the Budget session next year.
So, presumably, the Burke Government will have
to make some decisions with regard 1o the Sca-
man inquiry by that time, otherwise perhaps Mr
Holding will break their arms, as well.

1 have talked about land rights. If | could go
back 1o my initial comments, I am talking not just
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about the acquisition of land for Aborigines, but
also about the whole movemeni towards separate
developmenlt in Australia based on race. | turn
now to the movement designed to provide separate
laws for Aboriginal people, laws which would
apply only to them and to nobody else.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Do you mean the ones in-
itiated by the former Attorney General and your
leader in this House?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: 1 will not get into an ar-
gument about that because 1 do not necessarily
agree there should be separate laws for Aborigi-
nal pcople. However, if Mr Medcalf and | happen
to disagree on this matter, that is an indication of
a divergence of views within our party and an in-
dication of our ability to stand in this place and to
express our points of view—unlike members op-
posite, who must abey their Caucus, and who are
not permitied 10 make statements which do not
accord with Labor Party policy. For example, it
would be interesting to know how many speeches
Mr Stephens has made in this House disagreeing
with the policy of his own party.

The Australian Law Reform Commission has
been reporting on the exlent 10 which Australian
law should accommodate Aboriginal laws, and is
expected to bring down its report about March of
next year. Mr Justice Kirby, that well known
judicial figure who comments on a whole variety
of social issues, was reported in the Monday, 16
May 1983 edition of The West Australian as
having this to say—

One possible solution was amending the
legal system so that day-to-day law-and-
order matters involving Abarigines could be
dealt with through the traditional tribal laws.

Those laws might be administered by com-
munity justice systems sct up in Aboriginal
communitiecs. Mare serious and rarer mat-
ters, such as murder, might still be deall with
by conventional Australian law.

Mr Justice Kirby said that becauvse of cul-
tural differences, Western law was not suit-
able lor dealing with Aboriginal problems.

Marriage, child custody and child {ostering
were among many malters that might be
handled betier by the traditional tribal laws.

That gives a rough idea of the sort of linc the
Australian Law Reform Commission ts taking in
its inquiry into this matter. In effect, it is saying
there are same arcas where Aborigines perhaps
should be “tried"—for wamt of a belter
word—under tribal law rather than under the law
which applics to cverybody else. | am worried
about this because | do not believe we should have
two sets of laws in Australia. It is hard enough for
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a member of Parliament 10 work out one set of
taws which are acceptable 10 everybody. IF we are
to have two sets of laws, one for Aboriginal people
and one for other Australians, we could get to the
stage where we could stretch the point to include
other ethnic groups. For example, perhaps we
could have laws relating only to recently arrived
Italian migrants, who do not like the sort of laws
we have in Australia. Mr Pianiadesi the other
night referred 10 our terrible neglect of new mi-
grants; perhaps a better way of handling the situ-
ation would be to provide each of these ethnic
groups with their own laws.

Hon. Tom Stephens: | agree with something
Mr Brown said to me a moment ago: We do have
two sets of laws in this country—one¢ for the rich
and one for the poor.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Are you going 10 make a
speech on ihe Address-in-Reply, Mr Stephens?
Give me an answer, yeé or no.

Hon. Tom Stephens: No, 1 am not.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Brown knows very
well there are not different laws for different
peaple; there are the same laws. Whether some
people think they get a better deal than others is a
matter of judgment.

Hon. J. M. Brown:
judgment on the matter.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is interesting ta look at
the situation which still exists in Australia, where
some Aboriginal people are judged by their peers
under tribal laws. The advocates of separate Ab-
original law talk about what a wonderful Aborigi-
nal society was here beforc the coming of the
white man, and of how their laws were perfectly
attuned to their way of living. They claim that the
introduction of “our” law-—referring to the ma-
jority group in socicty—has been to the great dis-
advantage and detriment of Aboriginal people.
However, | refer members to The West Aus-
tralian of 17 August this year where, at page 11,
the following appcars—

You have very little

The driver of a vehicle that rolled over last
week, killing a woman passenger, faces the
prospect of further tribal retribution for the
accident on his rcturn to the Cundeelee Ab-
original community.

Richard Brooks (about 30) received two
small spear wounds in a leg in retaliation for
the fatality. . . .

That is traditional tribal law—the sart of law
with which I do not go along. We have laws which
apply to the driver of a motor vehicle in which a
fatality occurs, and they certainly do not involve a
person’s being speared.
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Rccently, in Kalgoorlie, an Aboriginal person
was found trying to break into the gaol. After an
interpreter had been brought from the central
desert area, from where Lhis person came, it was
established that he had committed some crime
against tribal law and was likely to be subjected
to severe punishment by his elders. The only place
he could go to get away from that punishment
was Lhe gaol, so he was trying 10 break into the
gaol. That may be an amusing story, but it makes
il clear many Aboriginal people do not approve of
traditional tribal law.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Plenty of white people do not
like traditional white law, either.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | would go along with
that, except to say that an offender against our
law is not likely to be speared for being involved
in an accident.

| do not consider mysell 10 be anywhere near an
authority on this subject; I do not know the whole
area of tribal law. | rely on other people, who
know better than 1. One persen who is regarded
as being an expert on Aboriginal law and the way
of Aboriginal people is Professor Strehlow who,
lor many years, lived ai Hermannsburg Mission,
in the central desert arca. He died scveral years,
ago, but during his lifelime was regarded as an
authority on maiters pertaining 1o the Aboriginal
people. 1 wish to quote from the News Weekly of
27 September 1978 where at page 9 we get some
idea of what Professor Strehlow thinks about
traditional tribal law. The article states—

Bul, despite the undoubted glories of abor-
iginal culture and religion, and the beneficial
effects of “tribal law™ at i1s best, the diffi-
cultics posed by an excessively dry land could
never be disguised for long; and the harsh-
ness of “tribal law™ was only too well per-
ceived and feared by the younger generations
of black men and women. Moreover, the sav-
age punishments (mainly death) for all
breaches, even unwilling ones, against re-
ligious obscrvances (‘‘sacrilege™) led from
time to lime 1o the commission of what were
felt 10 be deeds of horrible savagery against
whole groups af innocent people.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Tell me, Mr Moore: Do
you support capital punishment?

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: You can make a speech
whenever you are ready. You said last week, “|
will speak when | am ready, and not before™. You
will have your opportunity. If you do net intend 10
speak in the debale, you should not continually
interrupl the member on his feet.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The article continues—
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As far as many young black people were
concerned, the prospect of escaping from the
harsher provisions of tribal law proved vir-
tually irresistible. In Central Australia, at
any rate, aboriginal socicty was destroyed
largely because the young people deliberately
deserted their own people.

What he is arguing is that when white people
turned up in the central part of Australia, the Ab-
original people welcomed them because it meant
they could get away from the harshness of the
tribal system. The coming of the whilc people
provided them, first, with food—because, with the
droughts, they suffered terribly from depri-
vation—and also with some form of security. It
also pot rid of some of these dreadfully harsh
tribal laws which many young Aboriginal people
were not prepared to pul up with but 1o which
they were subjected. So, Professor Strehlow
makes it quite clear he does not see the situation
which existed before white man came as being the
most wonderful type of society which could poss-
ibly exist. In fact, he argues quite strongly in
many of his writings that the coming of the white
man was a great advantage to many Aboriginal
peaple.

So, | worry that in Australia, we are going to
have a system of law which applies to Aboriginal
people only, and that those laws will be different
from the laws which apply to the wider com-
munity.

1 want also now to mention another area which
concerns me with respect 1o the matter of separ-
ate development in Australia based upon race,
and that is the creation of numergus organisations
established specifically to deal with matters relat-
ing to the Aboriginal people, which have not been
set up 10 work for or an behalf of other organis-
ations within the community. We have the Abor-
iginal Medical Service of WA Inc., which is in ad-
dition 1o the medical service available to every-
body else in the community. We have the Abor-
iginal Legal Service (WA) Inc., which is in ad-
dition to the legal service provided to everybody
¢lse. We have the Department of Aboriginal Af-
fairs, which seems to have a policy direcied
towards ensuring that, in the long term, it will be
run totally by Abariginal people and that nobody
¢else will be employed in that department. In fact,
that very trend is gaining pace now there is a new
Minister; | can see Lhe day coming when Lhat en-
tire department is run by Aboriginal people. We
have the Aboriginal Development Commission, an
organisalion which receives something like $60
million a year to spend on its various activities
and which, essentially, is run by Aboriginal
people.
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Another is the National Aboriginal Conference
or, as some people call it, the “black parliament”.
Here we have a parliamentary system of sorts, for
Aborigines, running parallet to the parliamentary
system that applies 1o the rest of Australia. If that
is not separatism, | do not know what is. The
budget of the National Aboriginal Conference
was doubled from about $3 million a year 10 over
$6 million a year, in the last Federal Budget. [
wonder why it needs another 33 million. 1 wonder
what our Parliament costs. Perhaps somebody
might tell me—it is around $2 million a year, [
think.

The Nauonal Aboeriginal Conference has been
set up and fostered as a black parliament—a par-
liament of the Aboriginal people. They have elec-
torates; they have clections; and they have mem-
bers who represent the clectorates for a period of
time.

A variety of Aboriginal bodies have been set up
for various reasons, We have Aboriginal housing
bodies, Aboriginal child care organisations, and
Aboriginal sports organisations.

Hon. J. M. Brown: Aboriginal police aides.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is different, because
a separate organisation has not been established.
They work within the Police Force and it is a very
good idea. They are policemen firstly, and Abor-
iginal policemen secondly.

Hon. J. M. Brown: Bul it is a good idea.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: We have the situation
developing in Australia in which a range of differ-
ent organisations have been set up specifically for
thc Aboriginal people. When that is combined
with what | have already 1alked aboul—
Aboriginal land and the restriction of eatry to
non-Aborigines; a scparalc Aboriginal law; a sep-
arate Aboriginal parliament; and all the separaie
Aboriginal organisations—onc could almost make
a scparale Aboriginal Statc. That is what many
people argue about in respect of this issue.

Many people sce those behind the land rights
movement and the promotion of the types of or-
ganisations of which | have been speaking as
pcople who want to divide Australia into two
nations. | do not know whether that will happen,
or whether the people cven want that; but the
sorts of things about which | have 1alked so far in-
dicate that the ground work is being done. That
causes me greal concern, and that is the reason |
have raised the matier tonight in the House.

Let us consider haw people promote this div-
ision—because that is what it is; it is a division in
our nation. Interestingly, when a certain person
was charged in South Australia under the
Pitjantjatjara tand rights Act with being on
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Pitjantjatjara land without authority, Mr Justice
Millhouse ruled that the legislation setting aside
the Pitjantjatjara land was invalid because it was
racist, against Federal legislation—1 cannot think
of the name of the Act at the momeni—and
against an international agreement on race re-
lations. In my opinion, land rights and the devel-
opment of separatism for the Aboriginal people is
racist because it makes laws based upon the dif-
ferent colour of people and upon their race.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: They have no alierna-
tive. You have separated them aiready.

Hon, N, F. MOORE: What rubbish.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Of course you have.
You have not accepied your responsibility in what
you have done to those people in the past.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Obviously the gentleman
will argue that white people—

Hon. §. M. Piantadosi: Cenain elements.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The country was seitled
by white people, alongside the Aboriginal people.
Government members interjected.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: In international law, it is
generally accepted that there is no right o com-
pensation, and no right to the land either. That
applies only when some form of conquering takes
place, or when the land is taken by force.

Hon. D. K. Dans: They took the land under a
trealy registered in Spain, did they not?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | will not go into that.
The present situation has been arrived at because
numerous peoplec within our society, including
members of the Government, argue and use vari-
ous taclics 1o promole separatism and separate
development in Australia. They do it through the
education system.

During the last Federal clection, a pamphlet
was published by the Australian Teachers® Feder-
ation. Being a former schoolicacher, | regret to
say thai that organisation is an absolute disgrace,
when one considers that il supposedly represcnts a
group of pcoplc in the community who are edu-
cated in a way dilferent from the average. 1t is
the most lefi-wing, biased organisation on¢ could
imagine. The pamphlet released during the Feder-
al election indicated that Aboriginal education
was an election issue. One does not have Lo be 100
bright to realise that the colours of the pamphlel
are the Aboriginal land rights colours.

A pamphlet issued by a federation of teachers
should contain only a minimum of bias. One
would expect that an organisation representing
professional people would not be seen 10 be totally
btased. However, the pamphlel compares the Aus-
tralian Teachers’ Federation policy, the then Fed-
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eral Liberal-National Country Parnty Govern-
ment's record, and the Australian Labor Party’s
policy. 1 will read a couple of aspects of this, as
follows—

Australian Teachers' Federation Policy

1 000 Aboriginal teachers trained and in
employment by 1990.

Australian Labor Party Policy

Labor will set a target for the training and
employment of 1 000 teachers by 1990.

Surprise, surprise! It is exactly the same. Then it
says—
Federal  Government  (Liberal/National

Party) Record

Refusal to respond in positive terms 1o
NITE Report recommendations.

It would appear that the policy of the Australian
Teachers’ Federation is identical to the policy of
the ALP, and opposite 1o that of the then Govern-
ment. h says, "Our Aboriginal children nced to
win this clection™; and it implies, “'We have got to
have a Labor Government so we can implement
ATEF policy.” That is quite a scurrilous pamphlet,
if | may be permitied Lo say so.

The education sysiem is being used by left-wing
activists to promote division, as | have jusi
pointed out. The churches are also being used in
this respect. The following appeared in the Daily
News of Tucsday, 14 June 1983 —

The Roman Catholic Church has given its
Messing 10 the State Government to legisiate
for Aboriginal land rights.

We have since heard that the Anglican Church
and the Uniting Church have supported land
rights.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: They are all Commu-
nisis!

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am not saying the
peopte in those churches are Communists. What |
am saying is that they are being used by people
with lefi-wing attitudes. “Anglicans concerned for
Aborigines™ is, 1 gather, a commitiec of the
Anglican Church of which the chairman is Bishop
Challen. Unfortunately the bishop was not at one
mecting of that committee: but the minutes

- show—

We were asked by the fringedwellers if we
could arrange for a vehicle to be loaned to
them for two wecks, while a (ilm was being
made ncar Kalgoorlic. Jan Roberts was
involved in the film and some of the
fringedwellers were taking part.

That is part of the minutes of an Anglican
Church subcommittce on Aborigines. The people
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who wanted to borrow the vehicle from the
Anglican Church went to Laverton, of all places,
to make a film on so-called downtrodden fringe
dwellers who live in that particular town. It is
interesting 10 note that the visitors were told by
the fringe dwellers themsclves 10 go and get lost.
The fringe dwellers arc sick of peoplc coming
from so-called *‘do-gooder™ organisations, want-
ing to take films of them all the time.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Perhaps if the Catholics had
gone, they would have been better received.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: 1 will deal with the Cath-
olics in a moment.

Government members interjected.

Hon. D. K. Dans: You sent the Anglicans into a
Catholic area, and the Catholics into an Anglican
area.

Hon. J. M. Brown: What about the
cstants?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. N. F. MOORE: At the same meeting of
the Angiican subcommittee, the people who went
to Laverton were mentioned. They were Scou
Christie, whom | do not know, CAA people, and
Margaret Jeffrics. CAA is Community Aid
Abroad; | understand Jan Roberts is involved
with thal. She is probably known to the Hon.
Tom Stephens as somebody who supports his
point of view on this maiter; and she could not be
considered to be a God-fearing Anglican who
went along 1o the meeling because she had a basic
concern f(or the Aborigines of Laverton. She
wanted to make a film for obvious propaganda
purposes, 1o put across the point of view espoused
by these people. However, they were told by the
fringe dwellers in Laverton that they were not
welcome, and that they should not take the film.

That committee of the Anglican Church has
supported land rights, and it is working with
people like the ones | have mentioned. | supgest
the members of the commitlee probably do not
know to what extent they are being used.

We all know about the visit by the dclegation
from the World Council of Churches in 1981. We
have heard about the delegation’s predelermined
report. It came here with the intention of writing
a report which supposedly indicated that we have
racism in Australia. It is interesling 10 consider
who was on the committee. One member of the
committee was Elizabeth Adler from East
Germany. She was from a country in which rights
of any sort are al a premium, and she came to
Australia to tell the Government and the pcople
of Australia how they ought 1o be running their
own affairs.

Prot-
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Another member of the committee was Dr
Anwar Barkat from Pakistan, who was recently
appointed as the director of the World Council of
Churches programme to combat racism. The pro-
gramme 10 combal racism is, undoubtedly. a
Communisi front. There is no question about that.
It is part of the World Council of Churches—

Hon. D. K. Dans: Pakistan is a right-wing dic-
tatorship, so you have a good cross section of op-
inion, with onc from East Germany.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is true that therc are
Communists in Australia; and we have a right-
wing Labor Government.

If onc reads the literature on how the pro-
gramme lo combat racism has spent ils money,
one learns that money has becn spent in Australia
on various disturbances that have occurred in re-
cent years. For example, in relation 1o Morn-
mgton Island and Aurukun, a grant of something
like $10 000 or $15 000 preceded the controversy.
At Noonkanbuh, the people received a grant from
the World Council of Churches through this par-
ticular unit. Il we consider most of the
controversics and incidents which arise in respect
of racism, usually they are preceded by a grant
from the World Council of Churches programme
10 combat racism.

Hon. Tom Sicphens: It is good to see the
church sticking by pcople, standing vp for them
like this.

Hon. John Williams: Rubbish; you know it is
rubbish.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The following appeared
in the Press release at the time of the visit of the
detegation from the World Council of Churches—

The purpose of the visit is to:

I. obscrve and asscss the situation of the
Aboriginal people,

2. puide and consult with the churches of

Australia,

3. express solidarity with the Aboriginal
people, and

4, draw intcrnational attention to their

concerns, including Land Rights.

The members of 1he delegation came here with
preconceived ideas. Their report was precon-
ceived. The whole idca was to draw international
attention 1o what they considered to be racist
malicers in Australia.

Another very interesting document put out by
the churches is entitled “Mining! A Pictorial
Swory of Mining Companics and How They Get
to Minc on Aboriginal Land in Australia ...
incorporating RED HEART ... no. 2", prepared
by the Catholic commission for justice and peace
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and the Uniting Church of Australia commission
for world mission. | do not propose to go through
this comic in detail; but it was distributed to Ab-
original people and it is a most scurrilous publi-
cation. It is 1otally inaccurate and totally one-
sided. 1t is interesting to note that as soon as the
church leaders learnt about it, they stopped its
distribution. The copy | have, members will note,
is a well-worn photocopy of the original.

That is another area in which the churches arc
involved. The tenor of that comic is against
mining of any sort in Australia, but particularly
mining on so-called Aboriginal land.

The people promoting this division use
international forums as a place to try to promote
their points of view. They rush off to places like
Geneva every time there is a relevant conference.
Recently Robert Riley and a few others rushed
off to Canada to talk about land rights. They go
on international forum shopping expeditions to
put their poinis ol view, along with people from
other countries. They seem 1a work on the basis
that they can tell the rest of the world things that
are supposed to have happened in Australia and
that everybody will put pressure on Australia so
that they can get their way, even though the
countries 1@ which they go to put their arguments
have less rights for people than does Australia by
a long way. As 1 mentioned earlier, the following
article appeared in The West Australian of 17
August 1983—

A DELEGATION has left for Canada
seeking international support for Aboriginal
land rights and culturaj independence.

High on the list of priorities on the trip
will be a sympathetic hearing from the
International Commission on Folk Law and
Legal Pluralism in an attempt 1o have Abor-
iginal tribal law accommodated in Aus-
tralia’s legal system.

Hon. V. ] Ferry: Who paid for that?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: 1 would be interesied to
know that. The poimt of this article is thal these
peaple knew they would get a sympathetic hear-
ing before they went. It was high on the list of
prioritics. All of these international conferences
are held to give a lorum to people likc Robert
Riley who want to argue their points of view.
These people want to demigrate Australia in
international forums.

Hon. Tom Sicphiens: You don’t know that he
denigrated Australia.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It was said that they
would get a sympathetic hearing on the rights of
Aborigines, and [ take it that Australia was deni-
grated.
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Hon. Tom Stephens: What you said is mislead-
ing.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | presume that he said
that Ausiralia does not have laws acceptable 10
Aborigines, and that Australian Governments
have prescribed unaccepilable laws for 200 years.
He would have said that it is about time white
Ausiralian Gavernmenis gave Aborigines what
they wanted. | know what his point of view is. The
other night 1 spent an hour and a half on the
radio arguing with Robert Riley. He believes that
land ought 1o be given to Aborigines, and that is
what he would be telling the whole world. As the
member has said, | was not at the {forum.

Various organisations have been set up around
the world—

Hon. Tom Stephens: Here it comes!

Hon. N. F. MOORE: —10 put ferward particu-
lar points of view, Thcere is the organisation called
the World Council of Indigenous People which
held a conference in Canberra in 1981, and 1 will
quote from a book called Red Over Black which
refers 1o that conference. It would be known to
some people.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It would be well known to
the Liberal Party.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It was written by Geoff
McDanald, a former member of the Communist
Parly. He is a union official who believes that the
Aboriginal land rights movement is manipulated
by Communists. He has spcnt a lot of his own
money lo iry to work out whether this is so.
Having been a member of the Communist Party
he is familiar with its tactics.

Hon, D. K. Dans: Which Communist Party?
There arc seven or eight of them. Which Commu-
nist Party is supposed to be doing the
manipulating?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not know to which
Cammunist Party in Australia he belonged but 1
can find out; and | do not know which Communist
Party he belicves is manipulating this land rights
movement, bui | can find that oul too. He be-
licves that Communists are behind the movement.

Hon. Mark Nevill: Does he sleep under your
bed?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Oh, come on! No wonder
the member gained a record wminority in
Murchison-Eyre when he stood for that seat when
onc considers comments such as that. Mr
McDonald says this—

In Aprii and May, 1981, the Soviet-ma-
nipulated World Council of Indigenous
Peoples” Conference was held in Canberra,
and backed a resolution from what is titled
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“The National Aboriginal Conference,” call-
ing for economic and political sanctions
against Australia on the fabricated charge
that Australia denies *‘the freedom and rights
of the indigenous people.”™ The World Coun-
cil of Indigenous Affairs quotes as the basis
for its expanding programme, “principles”
proclaimed by the Charier of the United
Nations, and its declared objeclives are
identicat to those put forward by Commu-
nists over a long period. The Canberra, 1981,
conference was its third General Assembly,
at which it agreed in principle to develop an
“International Law on Indigenous Rights.” It
calls for the right of indigenous people “To
associate their territory and institutions with
one or more stales in a manner involving free
association, regional autonomy, home rule or
associate statehood as self-governing units.”

That is indisputable, whether it is quoted from
this book or not. It was decided by that confer-
ence in Canberra in 1981 to call for things like
home rule.

Hon. D. K. Dans: It sounds lLike a line from an
Irish song, *Home rule for Ireland™.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: If we rclate this peint to
the point I made earlier we realise that various or-
ganisations have been set up internationally to be
used by various bodies to promotc certain paints
of view. | turn now to another device used, which
is, of course, the media.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I think we should banish
reading at schools.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Some time ago on Chan-
nel 2 the programme called “Women of the Sun™
was broadcast, in lour separate segments, relating
to Aboriginal women in particular, and Aborigi-
nal people in general. [ saw only the first 1wo seg-
ments, so | cannot comment on the second two.
The two | saw were brilliant productions; they
were extremely subtle in getting their messages
across. They promoted the Aboriginal lifestyle
prior to the coming of white people as idyllic; the
children were well groomed, with well brushed
hair and white 1ecth. Everyone was happy and
laughing. Aboriginal life was depicted as one good
thing after another, but then came while people
into this idyllic situation, which was depicted as
occurring, 1 believe, in Victoria.

When white people came the problems of Abor-
iginal people were shown to begin. Terrible things
like spearings, shootings, rapes, and all sorts of
deprivations were said 1o come along with white
people. The second programme was about an Ab-
original woman who lived with some white Tellow,
who Lreated her very badly. She killed him and



1684

teft with her child, and the programme went
through a whole rigmarole of how terrible was the
mission system. |t showed 1hat system as
scparating parents from their children and
instilling a terrible fear of some sort of demonic
god, if one likes to use that term. The programme
depicted some sort of dreadful devil that caused
all sorts of problems for Aborigines if they did not
do as they were told. Every possible argument put
up about the mission sysiem was somehow incor-
porated into this one or one and one-half hour
programme.

When [ say that this programme was brilliantly
donc | mean that it got its message across very
well, but it was an enormous propaganda exercise
to make white Australians consider themselves as
the reason for Aboriginal people suffering prob-
lems today. 1t attempted to instill into us a feeling
ol guilt; that we somehow needed to purge our-
selves il we were ever 1o hold our heads high in
this country.

The programme was introduced by an
interesting lady, Miss Pat O’'Shane, the former
wife of a Northern Queensland activist, Mr Mick
Miller.

Hon. Tom Stéphcns: She is very distinguished
in her own right.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | will tell the House in a
moment what she is all about. Red Over Black at
page 2 states—

Miss O'Shane is the former wife of the
Northern Queensland part-Aboriginal acti-
vist, Mr. “Mick™ Miller, and has a long re-
cord of involvement in pro-communist activi-
tics. She has been involved with the Soviet
Front Organisation, The Congress for
International Co-operation and Disarmament
and was prominent in aclivilies against
visiling American nuclear warships. She was
a delegate 10 the Nuclear Free Pacific Con-
ference in May, 1960. The December, 1980,
cdition of Quilook, the radical Christian
journal, reveals that Miss O’Shane has been
a member of the Church’s Task Force on Ab-
original Land Rights.

In 1977, Miss O'Shane’s booklet, Law in
Disorder Politics, the Police and Civif
Liberties, was published by the Queensland
State Committee of the Australian Commu-
nist Party. In 1980 she attended the Labor
and Communist Movement Conference. She
has written for the Communist Tribune.

Tribunc reports that on Oclober 5, 1981, a
dclegation had met the Hon. Frank Walker
of the Wran New South Wales Government,
and nominated Miss O'Shanc to become
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head of the new Department of Aboriginal
Affairs. Miss Q'Shane was subsequently ap-
pointed at $48,000 a year. This is another
example of Australian taxpayers financing
Marxists in Government positions 10 advance
Marxist programmes.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Is she a member of the
Communist Party?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not know.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: This is an example of the
scurrilous stuff put about all the time.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Isn’t she a lawyer?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | have no doubt she is 2
talented woman, and [ think she was the first Ab-
original female lawyer.

Hon. D. K. Dans: She is a rather intelligent
lawyer.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: She spoke very well when
introducing the programme. She was part of this
magnificent production, from beginning to end,
designed (o make every white person waiching the
programme feel absolutely guilty for the plight of
Aboriginal people and that the only way they
could purge their guilt was to give all the country
to Aboriginals.

I have given the reasons for the development of
these land rights issues, the development of separ-
ate laws and a multitude of separate organis-
ations. This is the way these things are happening,
and they are the things that cause me a great deal
of concern. I felt obliged to bring these matiers to
the attention of the House. 1 am particularly con-
cerned about the future of Australia and, in par-
ticular, the future of Western Australia if we have
Aboriginal land rights as promised by the Labor
Party prior to the last election. In fact, 1 think the
Labor Party is a bit frightened of the effect of its
policy, and that is why we have not yet seen legis-
lation before us to effect those promises.

I am extremely concerned for the fulure be-
cause | can see developing within Australia this
division between people based upon race. ! have
given numerous cxamples tonight of where this
division is being created, how it is being pro-
moted, how it will continue, and the belief that we
should have a system of laws based on race.

[ will mention a couple of other matters in con-
clusion. 1 asked the Minister for Mines carlicr this
year about Noonkanbah. In particular [ asked
about thc mining company that has been permit-
ted to conduct a seismic survey at Noonkanbah
Station bearing in mind that it was not all that
long ago that people were led 1o believe that
Noonkanbah Station, from one boundary 1o
another, was a sacred sitc. When [ read the
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speeches of members opposite at the time of this
dispute, and particularly those speeches of the
Minister, who is more clever than some others, |
realised that they referred 1o the sacred site as sct
out by the Bindon report, which said that only 40
square kilometres were a sacred site. Many people
believe that the whole station was a sacred site,
but they had been duped. One of the members in
his speech at the time referred to a “Nationwide™
programme the previous night during which the
compere had said that the whole station was a
sacred site.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Probably it was a myth
started by the Liberal Party,

Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is absolute non-
sense, and the member knows as well as | do who
was rcsponsible for that hoax at Noonkanbah.
Probably hc knows better than | do because |
suggest he was involved.

Hon. Tom Stephens: 1t was your Government.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | suggest that this mem-
ber and his friend were involved.

Hon. Tom Stephens: | was proud 1o stand be-
side those Aboriginal people.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: He stood beside them as
he helped to perpetrate the greatest hoax in West-
ern Australia as it will be proved 1o be in due
course. It was perpetrated for good reason; it has
gone into lolklore as the watershed of Aboriginal
land rights; if we look behind the facade of that
disputc it becomes absolutely clear 1o us that it
was a hoax of mammoth proportions.

When | asked Lhose questions in this House of
the Minister-for Mines he spoke about the 40
square_kifometres of sacred site as stated in the
Bindon report. He did not talk about the whole
station, even though some of his cohorls had. He
has now allowed—and 1 agree with the de-
cision—a company 1o do seismic work in the area.
When we were in Government we thought that
the company should have been able to drill as
well. It is nonscnse for the Minister to suggest
that | was opposed to exploration at Noonkanbah.

| now refer to the subject of some questions |
asked because of an article that appeared in The
Age. Meclbourne, on 11 July 1983 headed,
“Blacks win battle over sacred sites™. The article
states—-

PERTH.—The  Aboriginal pcople of
Noonkanbah in Western Australia’s far
northern Kimberley region, have won their
long battle for the right 10 protect their
sacred siles.

M Stephen Hawke, son of the Prime Min-
ister, helped negotiate the Aboriginal victory.
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Is it not incredible that someone should refer ta
an “Aboriginal victory” because seismic work is
going on at Noonkanbah Station? I find an irony
in that. The article goes on—

Aborigines were forced 1o stand by as an
ancient burial ground was fenced off with
barbed wire and drilled for
oil—unsuccessfully as it turned out.

I asked in the House whether that took place;
whether a hole was drilled through a sacred burial
site, and the Minister’s reply was that if | gave
more details he might be able to give an answer.
It was quoted in the newspaper; it said that it had
happencd. | do not believe it happened and |
would like the Minister to tell me in clear, un-
equivocal terms that it did not happen.

The article goes on—

The head of WA’s Mines Department, Mr
D. R. Kelly, said: “It’s great to sec this
agreement reached without any confron-
tation.

“The company has agreed 1o avoid any
interference with Aboriginal sacred sites and
this is the sort of thing one would like to see
in all future agreements of this kind,”

Mr Kelly said Mr Stephen Hawke visited
Perth several wecks ago to discuss some as-
pects of the Aborigines’ case with the Mines
Department officials.

| asked the Minister for Mines whether Mr
Stephen Hawke was involved in those nego-
ttations.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Thal wasn't the question
you asked.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | asked several guestions;
whether Stephen Hawke 1alked to Mr Kelly, and
| mentioned to the Minister later that [ had mis-
read the article and it did not say that he had seen
Mr Kelly. | asked if Mr Hawke had seen Mines
Dcpariment officials about the contract with the
mining company and the answer was that he
talked to Mines Department officials about a var-
iety of matters affecting Aborigines.

The article 10 which 1 have referred gives a very
biased point of view and was written by none
other than Jan Mayman. | did not know who she
was. | presumed she was a reporter for The Age,
living in Melbourne, who had heard about this
and wrote a story for that newspaper. But, sur-
prise, surprise! Someone gave me a list of the pol-
icy groups within the Jay ALP and in the Aborigi-
nal affairs committee one finds Jan Mayman's
name along with that of Tom Stephens, Aubrey
Lynch, Frank Donovan and Brian Wyalt and [van
Yarran—a fine bunch of people wha know more
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about Aboriginal affairs than anyone else. Jan
Mayman is a member of the ALP and of the Ab-
original policy commiitee and she wrole an article
in The Age which gives a biased point of view.

This is what happened in the Eastern States in
relation to Noonkanbah; people wrole articles
which were totally wrong. Now we see why—they
were written by members of the ALP.

In respect of Mr Stephen Hawke's latest
involvement, an article appeared in The West
Australian on 16 July headed, “Young Hawke
tells of those quiet talks™.

The article goes on—

*“For a siart,” he said, rolling a cigarette,
“the negotiatlions were not secret.

“They were ordinary, normal negotiations.
We didn’t el the world about them, but it
was quite straightforward™.

He said that the Marra Worra Worra was
asked to represent the two communities
involved in the exploration programme.

Also at the talks were representatives of
the Kimberley Lands Council, The National
Aboriginal Council and 1EDC.

“We reached agreement that no drilling
was (0 be carried out on sacred land and that
the old Aborigines on both stations will work
wilh an anthropologist to definc these arcas,”
Mr Hawke said.

The article gocs on—

The Marra Worra Worra is a loose affili-
ation of about 15 Aboriginal communities in
the Fitzroy region. It advises them on land
malters, accounting and resources.

My understanding is that the Marra Worra
Worra was sct up as an accounting organisation.
It has been t1aken over by Stephen Hawke and his
cronics and is used as an umbrella organisation.

Hon. Tom Stephens: How contemptuous you
are of Aberiginal people.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am not talking about
Aboriginal peoplic; 1 am lalking aboul Stephen
Hawke.

Hon. Tom Sicphens: You show complete con-
tempt for the Aberiginal people by suggesting
they could be taken over.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: A pamphlet was pul out
a couple of years ago by the Marra Worra Worra
explaining their purpose in life and | quoted it in
a previous speech in this House. It 1alks of rep-
resenting all  Aboriginal communitics in  the
Fitzroy River area. It makes a lot of sense for
someonc wanting 10 control the affairs of com-
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munities to take over the group representing all of
them,

Initially it was an accounling organisation de-
signed to help accounting procedures of the vari-
ous communities—a laudable idea. [t was taken
over, and now it is involved in mining nego-
tiations. It was involved in respect of Noonkanbah
in relation to the current programme and it now
advises on land matiers, accounting and re-
sources.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It is a resource centre and
is funded as such.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is the organisation in
which Mr Hawke became actively involved and
he has used it as a vehicle to promote his own
ends. Those ends have been discussed before; they
were to cause trouble in Noonkanbah in 1981 and
to organise Aboriginal communities in the Fitzroy
River area.

I wish to refer also to an article in The West
Australian on 3 September which said,
“Aborigines in Leonora press for land rights”. Tt
goes on—

A GROUP of Leonora Aborigines wants
land rights on the town's Aboriginal reserve
vested in the Aboriginal Lands Trust and
mining exploration there stopped.

Some members of the group—the Leonora
Aboriginal Movement Body (L.A.M.B.)—
want provision for compensation if any
mining is done on the eight-hectare reserve
or if there is a straight-out sale 10 mining
companies.

A figure of $2 miilion has been mentioned.

It goes on 10 quote the Chairman of the Aborigi-
nal Lands Trust, Mr lsaacs, who made a tirade of
abuse against mining companies and argued for
the land to be given over.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Why are you trying to
kecp these people down? Why don’t you give
them some support?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | want to make it clear
that | raised this not because 1 am critical of
those peaple but to make it clear that the people
at Leonora arc not looking lor land rights. The
article in The Woest Australian gives a totally
false picture of what is happening in Lconora.

A letter appeared in The West Australian on
13 September in response 1o that article. The let-
ter was written by J. Madariaga, Vicc President
of the Leonora Aboriginal Movement Body. The
letter states—

| comment on Lhe report *“*Aborigines in
Leonera press for land rights” (September

3).
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| was present at the meeting of LAMB,
and the discussion centred on these points:

Ownership of the reserve, and that the
mining company concerned give LAMB
another block of land to replace the one
where drilling is taking place.

At no time was the sum of $2 million men-
tioned, and I'm surprised to read that this
matter was raised under the banner of Jand
rights.

LAMB is not interested in the land rights
issue. Our concern is that suitable housing be
made available on the Nambi Road for our
fringe dwellers.

At our previous discussion we did consider
asking the mining company to assist
financially in the housing project, but at this
time no discussion has taken place between
LAMB and the mining company.

The Department for Community Welfare
gave permission for the mining company to
drill, but when the Aboriginal people com-
plained they moved off the rescrve. In all the
years the Land Trust has been in existence,
no meetings have been held in the Goldfieids,
so how can the chairman of the Land Trust
comment on the views ol the people in the re-
gion on land rights and this issuc?

That comes straight from the mouth of an Abor-
iginal woman in Leonora, speaking on behalfl of
the pecoplc who do nol support land rights. Ih
makes it clear that the article in The West Aus-
trafian suggesting they wanted land rights is a
total fabrication. It is very disappointing that such
articles appear from time to time. Significant
numbcrs of Aboriginal people in the north-castern
goldficlds are violently opposed to land rights and
belicve as | do that the issuc is divisive and racist.
They believe the Muture of the Aboriginal people is
best served by being part of the general com-
munity.

Hon. Lyla Elliott: Have you hcard of land
rights given 1o North American Indians? [s that
so terribly objectionable?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not believe in giving
any group ol people title to land not available 10
anyone clse simply because they are a different
colour.

Hon. Lyla Ellioti: You do not belicve they
would be advanced by having land righis?

Han. N. F. MOORE: People can be advanced
in a system in a whole multitude of ways. Regret-
1ably, people on Miss Elliott’s side scem to think
that if we give a big slice of land to the Aboriginal
people their problems will go away. They seem o
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think the Aborigines will return 10 the tribal way
of life and their problems will disappear; they
think that white people will keep away because
there is a fine for entering those areas. They be-
lieve Aborigines will go back 1o the lifestyle
portrayed in the films 1 mentioned earlier. That
will not happen. Aboriginal people in the central
descrt would be lost 1otally without the support of
the whole community. They would suffer enor-
mously if they did not receive welfare services
such as unemployment benefits, various pensions,
hospital facilities, doctors’ services and all the ser-
vices that are available and provided by the lax-
payer.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Who is suggesting they
should be taken away?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: This is the sort of argu-
ment pul by Dr Coombes. He argues there should
be separale countries and a treaty between the
Aboriginal people and the white community.

Hon. Tom Stephens: You must be the author of
the document circulating in the central desert.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am coming to that. |
am sorry to take so long.

Hon. D. K. Dans interjected.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: 1 do not believe | am the
fount of all knowledge, which is in marked con-
trast to many of thc Minister's speeches which
were a complete reading of the notes prepared for
him by someone else.

Hon. D. K. Dans: 1 had not had a speech pre-
pared for me until 1 came to this side of the
House.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Turn it up! 1 saw the
Minister reading from a pad; his speech was
typed.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Yes, | typed it after | wrote
it

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Minister read his
speeches.

Mr Sicphens mentioned that | may have been
the author of a pamphlet circulating in the desert.
| make clear to the House that 1 did not set eyes
on one of these pamphlets until Roberi Riley gave
me one last Saturday night prior to our debating

land rights on Radio 6NR. | did not have time on

that occasion to take a good look at it. I do not
know what is in it. 1 belicve it puts forward a
Christian point of view with regard 10 land rights.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It cannot be considered
Christian.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not know what is in
it. §f the member does not take my word for what
I say in Parliament, he will not take my word for
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anything. | saw it for a briefl moment in a radio
station and it relates to land rights in a Christian
perspeclive.

| was criticised in the other House last week by
the member for Kalgoorlie who said 1 was some-
how or other capable of making Aboriginal people
get up and go to lar distant places on ¢lection day,
simply because | said so. Apparently | have this
enormous power and ability to make Aboriginal
people go 10 religious meetings when | want them
to. That is quiic ludicrous. 1 do not have that con-
trol over anybody, let alone Aboriginal people.
My religious background is nothing like ihat of
the lundamental Christians who are doing a lot of
good work in the central desert area. The member
for Kalgoorlic, Mr Taylor, in a speech in which he
criticised me, talked about a report put oul by the
ALP candidate for Murchison-Eyre, Frank
Donovan, called, “The Liberal counter strategy™.

[ have not seen it becausc he has not made a
copy available to me. However, the fact that it is
called a counter stratepy makes it quite clear
what the Labor Party is all about. The Labor
Party has criticised us for having a counter strat-
egy, but il is admitting it is countering its own
strategy. Now i1 is saying that the Liberal Party
gave someene $1 500 to go out in the desert and
spread the message.

Hon. J. M. Brown: Was that Teddy Evans?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I do not propose to men-
tion names. Nobody was promised any money,
and that is a fact. This argument was put forward
by Mr Donovan in the counter strategy. We asked
Aboriginal people of our persuasion (o assist us in
the same way that we ask anyone who is a mem-
ber of the Liberal Party 10 assist us in our cam-
paign. The Labor Party criticised us for geiting
people, of their own volition, in their own time,
and with thcir own money, to campaign for the
Liberal Pariy. There was supposed o be some-
thing criminal about that, and yet in Murchison-
Eyre, for the 12 months prior to the clection in
February of this year, Mr Aubrey Lynch, the
NAC delegate lor that area, a member of the
Labor Party, and also a member of the ALP com-
mittce on Aboriginal affairs, was working almost
constantly as a justice of the peace putling people
on the roll at public expense. | do not know
whether this went on for a year, but certainly it
went on for six months or more. On top of that,
the candidate, Mr Donovan, was ecmpioyed as a
rescarch officer for Mr Campbell, the Federal
member for Kalgoorlic. Mr Donovan was em-
ployed at public expense, and he spent his time as
a rescarch officer trying to have himselfl clected as
a member of Parliament.
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The man who stood again, Mr Brian Whyatt, is
an Aboriginal—the chairman of the Aboriginal
hostels group. He spent hall his time going
around Lower North Province, ostensibly on hos-
tel work, but of course he was compaigning for
the Labor Party. So here, for a very lengthy
period prior to the election, three full-time em-
ployees of the Federal Government were working
for the Labor Party; yet the Labor Party has the
audacity 10 criticise us for giving somebody ex-
penses (o pay for petrol to drive his vehicle into
the desert. The Labor Party has the audacily 10
accuse us of all sorts of manipulation and
involvement in things it says we should not be
involved in.

Hon, Tom Stephens interjected.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The people of
Murchison-Eyre gave a clear indication that they
did not want the Labor Party. The ALP members
cannot getl it through their thick skulls that the
Aboriginal people would not vote for them. ALP
members have this attitude that it is their God-
given right that Aboriginal people will vote for
them if they can get them enrolled. The opposite
proved 1o be true in Murchison-Eyre—people who
wish to be elected must get out and sell their
message. The Aboriginal people did not believe
the ALP candidates. The Hon. Mark Nevill
would agree with me because the Aborigines did
not vote for him either. Labor Party members
have this arrogant attitude that as soon as they
cause an Aboriginal person to be enrolled, he will
vole for them. They cannot take defeat, and that
is the reason Mr Donovan produced this counter
strategy document.

Mr Donovan persuaded Mr Taylor to make a
speech in the other House. This speech, quoted in
The West Australian, was 1o the effect that Mr
Norman Moore is an arch criminal and that he
manipulated all these people. The Labor Party
cannol accept that it was beaten fair and square
and it will continue 1o be beaten in these arcas
while it attempis to manipulate Aboriginal people
and to divide the blacks and the whites in the
Australian community.

It is time that ALP members stopped squealing
and whining and carrying on about the situatien
in Murchison-Eyre. | suggest that Mr Donovan is
very sorry he ever became a candidate. He has
been left in the lurch by the Labor Party. His
finances are significantly depleted following his
attempt to win a seat.

I conclude by again voicing my concern about
the divisiveness in the Australian community. Un-
less we reverse that trend and reverse it quickly,
we will finish up having 1wo nations in Australia
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and that is against the best interests of the
country.

Poiat of Order

Hon. TOM STEPHENS: On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President (Hon. D. J. Wardsworth),
in his specch the honourable member identified
clearly two documents. One document was ident-
ified a1 my request and, under Standing Order
No. 151, | now ask for it Lo be tabled. The other
document was the one which listed the member-
ship ol the ALP committee on Aboriginal afTairs.

Hon. N. F. Moore: Haven’t you got a copy of
that?

Several members interjected.
Hon. G. E. Masters: We will give you a copy.

Hon. TOM STEPHENS: | would like the
member also 1o table that document under Stand-
ing Order No. 151.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. .
Wordsworth): Is the Hon. Norman Moore able to
table those documents?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Certainly, Mr Deputy
President.

The documents were tabled (See papers Nos.
256 and 257).

Debate (on motion) Resumed

HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central) [9.06 p.m.]:
The Address-in-Reply is the traditional opening
debate in the House, and it is normal on this oc-
casion 10 offer congratulations where necessary. |
do not think 1 should contribute to this debate
without acknowledging the changes, and in par-
ticular, the changes in this House.

First of all, through you, Mr Deputy President
(Hon. D. J. Wardsworth), T would like to con-
gratulate the President of the House. At the end
of this term, he will have served 12 years in this
office and he is getling 10 the siage of being one
of the longesi serving Liberal members to have as-
sumed that position. | understand that a free
trader—this was in the period before we had the
parties that we have today—served for a longer
period. Perhaps our present President is the sec-
ond longest serving Liberal Party President of this

* House,

In their absence, | would like to extend my con-
gratulations to the Leader of the Government
{(Hon. Des Dans), the Attorney General (Hon. J.
M. Berinson), and the Minister for Mines (Hon.
Peter Dowding), on their promotion. | would like
to congratulate the Hon. Fred McKenzie on his
appointment 1o the position of Government
Whip—at the moment he appears to have re-
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ceived a great promotion, because he is sitting in
the chair of the Leader of the Government.

I trust that aew members on both sides of the
House—seven in all—will enjoy their stay here
and continue to acquit themselves in the way they
have acquitted themselves up to date. | suppose
one c¢annot really congratulate the Leader of the
Opposition, but one can at least commiserate with
him in what is a new experience for him. He is a
very distinguished parliamentarian, and 1 know he
will da a good job for the Oppasition in that pos-
ition. 1 would like to congratulate also the Hon.
Gordon Masters and the third member of the Op-
posilion team, a member who is new ta this pos-
ition, the Hon. Tom Knight.

Hon. J. M. Brown: He is not in his seat!

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: No, he is not in his
seat. | congratulate also the Hon. David
Wordsworth and his Deputy Chairmen of Com-
mittees and wish them all the best for the three-
year term.

Of course | mourn the circumstances that led 10
my becoming the Leader of the Country Party in
this place. 1 do not think there is any argument
about that—I am the only member so | must be
the Leader. | think it was an Australian poet who
said-—

For good undone and deeds suspect and
resolutions vain—"Lis somewhat late to tarry.

So c'est le guerre—the wheel has turned. | want
to remind some members that [ have been here
for some time, and | have seen the wheel turned a
few times. | suggest that no-one should become
over-cocky by weight of numbers, by his position,
or by anything else. One can be a rooster today
and a feather duster tomorrow without any
trouble at all. Like me, | imagine other members
continue to learn like [ am learning, and they re-
alise it is the people out there who put them here.
Aflter all is said and done, it is not one’s time in
this House that will determine one's length of stay
here.

The revolution of the wheel has seen a few of
my colleagues leave, and in particular | would like
to say a few words about the Hon. Winifred
Piesse. | believe she was a good member of Parlia-
ment, a diligent worker; and a sound and articu-
late debater. She was frightened of no-one, and
she had a tolerance for all—as long as they were
not fools. The Hon. Win Picsse spent a term here
and she served her eleciorate well. She is now in
retirement at Wagin, and | hope she will get the
rest she has carned after all her years of public
contribution. She served her district and the Siate
well as a nursing sister and matron. She was a
wife, and as a very young widow, she battled with
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a farm, paying off probate, and looking after her
young family. She became a councillor of the
local shire, a very active justice of the peace, a
health adviser, and finally a member of Parlia-
ment. That is not a bad record for anyone. So if
she fecls somewhat disappointed that she did not
scrve another term—that she was not given the
privilege of coming back to this House to continue
with her work especially in respect of women's af-
fairs—at Icast she knows she did something many
people have not done; in my opinion she made it.
She showed us all exactly what a good woman she
was and how wcll she could cope with any prob-
lems that crossed her path.

| would like again to pay a tribute to the Hon.
Norman Baxter. | will not say much about him
because tributes were paid to him before. [ do not
want o reiterate his parliamentary performance
and the service 1o the State of lather and son—his
father's and his own contribution spread over a
67-ycar period. I, and | am sure many others,
miss the quiet, friendly, and knowledgeable pres-
ence of the Hon. Norm Baxter. This ex-member
of Parliament worked very hard up to his last day
and although now, like others, he is entitled to
certain privileges within this House of Parliament,
regretiably many of these people cut themselves
off immediately. | am not talking only of my col-
leagues, but also of other friends T have had over
the years. After one has been with hese people
day in and day out, suddenly they leave, and that
is the last one sees of them. Perhaps it is our fault
because, as busy members of Parliament, we seem
never to have the time 10 stop and talk with ex-
members. 1f they do come to the House, we seem
1o be too busy to take much notice of them, and
often they go away with the feeling that they were
in the way and possibly it would have been betier
had they not called in.

Perhaps Tom Bateman, MLA, might have the
right idea. Recently he called a meeting of ex-
members of Parliament and persuaded them to
form an ex-members of Parliament association,
the first president of which is Sir Ross
Hutchinson and the first secretary was the late
Jim Cox, previously the Chief Hansard Reporter,
who regretfully left us about a month ago. | wish
this association well and | suggest that all mem-
bers, when their turns come to feave this Parlia-
ment, iry to keep in touch and joir that organis-
ation and endcavour Lo work through it 10 ensure
members of Parliament keep in contact with each
other.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
originalty was designed not only to assist preseat
members of Parliamen1, but also to help retired
members, Pcrhaps the CPA has not served ex-
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members of Parliament sufficiently wetl and
maybe we are at the stage where we should form
a stronger organisation—such as the organisation
that has got off the ground through the work of
Mr Tom Bateman—and give it the support it
needs. [ congratulate Mr Tom Bateman for
forming that association. 1 think it will become
one of his best remembered feats in this Parlia-
ment.

That association may well become important.
For example, many private {irms, organisations,
and unions have retired members’ clubs. There is
na reason that such a club could not be considered
in this House and, indeed, expanded 1o the extent
as has occurred in Queensland.

On Tuesday, 19 July, | naticed a headline in
The West Australian. It appeared on page 12 and
said, “Dingoes find champions™. | was a litile
cancerned to read the article, which said—

The dingo—Ilong branded a
sheepkiller—has found champions in many
of the school children who took part in an
Agriculture Protection Board poster compe-
tition. Some of the 900 entrants from 35
Perth metropolitan arca primary schools sub-
mitted posters sympathetic to what one
student catled a unique Australian.

The winner, from the Coolbinia Primary Schoeol,
submitted a poster with a slogan, *'Dingoes aren’t
always to blame™.

At the time | made a few inquiries about this
matter in an endeavour to find out what caused
the dingo to be sponsored in such a way through
35 schools. 1 wanted 1o know the motive behind it.
I found the 35 schools were in the north-cast
metropolitan area  stretching out towards
Chidlow. The Apgriculture Protection Board had
visited the schools to point out some of the dingo’s
characteristics, but regrettably the message did
not get over as well as it might have.

I immediately remembered another article [
had seen in the paper and | searched for it and
found it in The West Australian of Tuesday, 26
April, under the headline, “"Dingo black market
feared™. It read, in part, as follows—

WA’s only legal “dingo keeper”, Mrs
Annette Weodhams, of Langsford, believes
that a black market trade in dingo pups is
operating in the State. She said that pups
were being offered at $400 1o $500
each—about half the price of that ruling in
the Eastern States. People soupht the pups
just to defy the law, she said.

1 worried considerably about this matter and my
cancern led me to recalt all the incidents of dingo
attacks of which [ knew personally in my youth
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and the slorics passed down by my father. | re-
called also many questions asked in this Parlia-
ment. Therefore, 1 went to the library and looked
up a few articles in respect of this matter.

Belore 1 deal with those articles, 1 indicate that
the dingo came to Australia approximately 10 G00
to 20000 years ago. Presumably it came from
Malaysia with the Aborigines and originally was
brought in as a domestic dog. It is a strange trait
that people try to keep dingoes just for the sake of
keeping them and the situation could well go over-
board in the same way that people have gone
overboard regarding the keeping of Alsatians and
other large dogs. A Bill iniroduced in the other
place removed the necessity for male Alsatians 1o
be castrated and at present in my home town and
in the cily one secs large numbers of Alsatians,
especially on Sundays. Indced, one has to see
them 1o belicve how many there are around.

A number of these huge Alsatians are just
status symbols. We sce them hanging their heads
out of the back windows of motor cars or in the
backs of station wagons where they are confined
by bars so that they are unable to lick the back of
the driver’s neck. One also sees these dogs
roaming the streets. These large dogs have be-
come s¢ numerous Lhat they are becoming a men-
ace in their own right.

| was in Germany recently and when one
walked along the street one had Lo be very careful
where one put onc’s feet. The situation is worse in
Amsterdam, as the Hon. Graham MacKinnon
would know. Onc sees shops which sell a large
amount of gear for dogs, including pullovers and
expanding leashes. When a dog is on an ex-
panding lcash and wanis to run ahead, one presses
a button and the dog has about 50 fect of line. He
can charge ahead and scamper up 10 the nearest
telephone pole. Whoever has the leash machine in
his hand presses the button and walks up 10 the
dog taking up the slack as he goes. This is a mar-
vellous contraption.

In Germany, in some of the best hotels, | saw
Dobermans and Alsatians coming down the stairs
from their owners’ rooms where they were obvi-
ously pul for the night. Then, while their masters’
or mistresses had breakfast, the dogs curled up at
their feet.

| also saw the same thing in Hamburg and
ltaly. | am worried that this trend will catch on
here and we will reach the siage where thase dogs
which arc not looked after will cause problems. |
can see this occurring in this Siate in the future.
In the cases | have quoted perhaps there is no
need for concern, because those dogs are looked
alter. However, the situation here is rather differ-

1691

ent and a dangerous position could arise if ani-
mals of this nature get away from their owners.

I was amazed also while travelling on a Eurail
pass through Europe thal some people even buy a
firsi-class ticket for an adjacent seat, on which
they spread out a rug and on which the Doberman
or Alsatian sits. No-one else can sit there as the
seal is reserved. Believe me, it is quite an eerie
sensation to sit opposite one of those dogs on a
tran.

However, returning to the dingo, | believe we
are in great danger of the dingo becoming a status
symbol as has occurred with Alsatians and, in-
deed, boats and launches. Tied up ta lamp posts
on front lawns around the cily, one sees boats
with grass growing up 10 three feet under them,
because nobody can get under them 1o mow it.
Some boats have not been used since they were
bought. As a matter of fact, | do not think they
were bought to go into the waler; they were
bought as status symbols, not to be used. These
boats were bought 1o show people that their
owners have bought them and they just sil on
front lawns.

Many of these dog fads serve the same purpose.
These dogs are status symbals and in country
areas already we are regretting the fact that the
Alsatian is no longer castrated. 1t is okay when
people look afier their animals; but there are few
genuine dog lovers. | have seen the same situation
in relation to horses. | have seen kids crying their
eyes oul saying, “Get me a horse”. When they get
a horse, who looks after it? Dad does. The child-
ren do not have any idea what it is all about.

Miss McAleer has scen this, too. She knows
what happens and the same situation occurs in re-
lation to dogs. These days when a kid wants some-
thing he gets it.

The school children, 16 whom 1 referred earlier,
designed posters saying, “‘Dingoes are not always
to blame™. Dingoes are no1 always the ones 1o pull
down the sheep and cause the trouble. Wild dogs
do that too, but the dingo is a dog and we
ceriainly do not want to see il proliferate until
there are as many as there were in the past. We
ceriainly do not want to encourage the keeping
and promotion of that breed.

] have talked to representatives of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and, as far as they are con-
cerned, the one licence that is held in Western
Australia shall be the only one issued. However,
when one reads of the activity that is taking place
in schoolrooms with teachers promoting the dingo
and saying that, after ali is said and done, the
dingo is a nice, friendly chap, it is necessary that
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we monitor the position very carefully; otherwise
we could have a serious problem ¢o deal with.

It is interesting to note alse that there is a
dingo menace in Mt. Tom Price. It is thought
dingoes have been enticed into the town by people
who leed them. Dingoes have been fed on scraps
by people travelling on the railroad and food has
been thrown out of motor cars. As a result,
dingocs in that 1own are baling up cats and small
dogs and killing them.

Any person who knows the dingo, realises it will
take anything that moves. A person who attempts
to snarc a dingo by [irst feeding it, will find it has
a very wary character. It takes a long time before
it gets used to 1aking a morsel, but once it is
tempted it will go looking for food. That is when
the dingo gets a little dangerous. Once a dingo
gets that confidence, it usually learns to kill and it
will kitl at any time.

The dingo usually grabs its victim by the throat
and virtually suffocates it. It then goes in through
the anal passage or in through the soft flesh of the
gut. There is no good our being squeamish about
this becausc this is the fate of all the prey taken
by dingoes.

A few days ago in the Press, there was a report
about coyotes in San Francisco having been en-
couraged into the autskirts of the city by people
fecding them. | understand the coyotes have even
killed some young children there; and the dingo
has the samc hunting instincts. [ am saying all
this so that future gencrations of members here
will understand that wc could have the same
problem in this State if dingo numbers get back to
what they were 20, 30, or 50 years ago.

Let me quote now what Patsy Adam Smith
wrole about the dingo—

/

They ate our sheep. Got 800 lambs. You
never saw anything so awful. They were tiny.
We'd pul 800 ewcs out 1o Jamb and when we
wenl back in a few days there they were—the
lambs born and dead, broken backs on some
but most had been used like toys. Dingoes see
the little swinging tail and grab it and toss
the lamb in the air for fun. We found the cul-
prits ... a family. Mother, father and pups.
The parents had taken the pups out for a
traiming run. There was hardly any blood on
any of the little bodies just tails off, or
twisted and backs broken. It would break
your hcarl. And they were to have been our
next year's flock.

The following quote is from the Fitzgerald family
of Nambi who many of us know are still battling
along on their station. The heading is ‘We
Worked All Night’ and it reads as follows—

~
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| blame management, particularly on the
[Aboriginal] Reservations, because (they
didn’t have staff to hunt the dopgs and kecp
them down. At the last we couldn't afford
even one man—we used lo):ﬁt, 5iX or seven
men after dogs once.

Further on—

....yDou can Io;‘,z/your whole new flock of
lambs in a night.

Questions about d}'ﬁgocs were asked way back
when the Parliament was formed. It is interesting
to note that of recent years one of the most per-
sistent questioners on the dingo problem has been
the Hon. H. D. Evans, the present Minister for
Agriculture. In 1973, Mr Coyne asked the then
Minister for Agriceliure. “Is he aware that the
dingo menace in the Murchison pastoral area is
becoming much more critical?”” Mr Jamieson re-
plied for Mr Evans, It is recognised that dingo
numbers are increasing in the Murchison™.

! happen to know, through connections | have
in the area, that the dingo numbers are increasing
and the stage is being rcached where they will
soon be shifting further south. We should not be
treating them as lovable little animals, but rather
as the dangerous species which they are. This is
the position the APB should be promoting mare
actively in the 35 schools its officers recently
visited.

In 1981, Mr H. D. Evans asked the then Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Hon. R. C. Old), “*What was
the total amount expended in the control of
dingoes in pastoral areas in 1980-817" The
answer was “8$1.19 million”. That is what the
Government expended; there is nothing said there
about what was expended by individuals 10 keep
this vermin under control. | well recall the stories
my father told of the dingo problem in my own
district. I refer to page 77 of the book titled
Corrigin: Pioncering Days and Beyond. | quote ‘as
follows-—

The shepherds generally 100k 10 rounding
up their flocks at night, which meant they
had closer control over them. But the new
pioneer, having cleared a patch of land for
his small flock—possibly fenced, often
not—could not always spare this night
walch. And that was when the damage was
done. “The dingo was a difficult and wary
cuslomer to trap or poison,” comments
Robert Lutley of Babakin, observing that
carly attempis to protect flocks with sheep
netting fences failed because the wiring was
not buried, and the dingoes always managed
to find a weak spot, such as a creek or gully.



[Tuesday, 13 September 1983}

The Larke family, for example, went 1o the
considerable trouble and expense of erecting
a six foot lence around about two-thirds of
their property—a good fourieen miles all in.

Further on—

Harry Gayfer considered the dingo menace
so bad that he opted to go in for cattle and
horse breeding from the outset, and it was
not until 1918 that he began to establish his
Peppin flock of sheep. His concern was so
great that he had a brace of special pistol
grip shotguns made specially for use “on the
run’, say from horseback or out of an carly
motor tourer. The weapons were made to his
own specifications at the Vickers arms fac-
tory in England in the early 1920s.

Still further—

The Overheus of Lomos were among those
beset by the dingo menace and according 10
son Charlie, eighteen of the wild dogs were
caught in almost as many months. Traps
were kept conslantly set with poison on the
jaws, and countless bottles of strychnine were
uscd on kangaroo meat baits.

Further on—

One of the ofl-shoots of the dingo menace
was the formation of the Corrigin District
Sheepowner’s Association in 1927, In that
year the number of sheep in the district was
cstimated at 29,554, and attacks by dingoes
were causing considerable concern 1o owners.

Further on—

In the first year of its existence forty dogs
were killed and in 1928 thirty-two. For every
dingo caught the association matched £i for
the same amount paid by the Government
and Road Board.:

This illustrates the concern felt in 1928 about the
problem posed by the dingo.

The story does not finish there, because if one
looks at the position throughout Australia, rela-
tive 1o the dingo menace, one finds a considerable
amount of money has been spent in the Eastern
States to alleviate this problem, especially in New
South Wales, Queensland, and South Australia
where miles of dingo fencing has been erected by
those Governments and private landowners in an
endeavour to keep the dingo at bay. It might not
be known by many people in Western Australia
that the owners of the Balgir Station on the
Nullarbor together with the APB are erecting a
six-line clectric fence inside the Western Aus-
tralian border 64 miles long in an attempt to keep
oul the dingoes which come across the Nullarbor
from the Eastern States.
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Regrettably many cily people at present have
become pro-dingo in their attitude. If they only
knew the history of this matter, how the problem
was iniroduced here in the first place, and how it
ook so many years to get rid of the problem, they
might begin 1o realise that it could happen all
over again. Fortunately we have been able to rid
our continent of the rabbit and dingo menaces. 1
hope and pray that the dingo menace does not
recur and that we are not faced with the problem
of not so many years ago. The quotes I gave about
Nambi Station dealt with the 1950s, which is not
all that long ago.

At the commencement of my remarks, 1 con-
gratulated a lot of people, because we have seen a
change of Government as a result of the will of
the people. Members who used to sit on this side
of the House are now in Government; they are su-
preme and are the lawmakers now. They are well
entilled to receive these comments because the
people have put them in Government.

1 have said before that | am not against the will
of the people being expressed; if 1 were [ would
not be in a democracy. However, 1 am a little
frustrated and a little put out by the methods vused
by some people 10 get into office. Pre-election
run-ups involve a lot of glib promises by all par-
ties, When the dust settles and a count is made, it
is usually the people themselves who arc hurt be-
cause of their expectations which are not met by
the Gavernment of the day. | have seen this hap-
pen before and this applies to all parties and all
candidates. So many utterances are made in the
period prior to an election but the promises made
by a party should be kept when it becomes the
Government. If the promises are not to be kept,
they should not be made in the first insiance.

In August last year, | stood in this place and
told members abaut the state of the Gwambygine
Bridge. | passed around photographs showing the
terrible condition of that bridge and | asked some
questions of the Minister representing the Minis-
ter for Transport. All this caused considerable
interest among the television stations and the
Press. 1 think Channel 9 and Channel 2 and The
West Australian newspaper sent along representa-
tives to look at the bridge.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They had to find out
how 1o spell Gwambygine.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: That could be so.

The question [ asked concerning the bridge was
as follows—

(1) Is the Minister aware of the condition of
the Gwambygine Bridge in the York
Shire?
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The Hon. Gordon Masters replied, “Yes". The
question continues—

(2) Is the Minister aware that following
complaints (rom parents of children who
use the school bus, the York school bus
commitice, the local police sergeant, the
York District High School principal,
and a shire represenlative, inspected the
Gwambygine Bridge?

Again, the Hon. Gordon Masters replied, “Yes™.
The question continued—

(3) Is the Minister aware that if the bridge
is closed the school bus would have 10
travel an hour longer each day?

The Minister replied—

(3) It is appreciated that the school bus
could have a longer journey in the
eventuality of this bridge being closed.

The question continued—

(4) Is it correct that the Main Roads De-
partment has no plans Lo upgrade the
bridge beforc 19887

The Minister replied—

(4) Thc Main Roads Department has no
specific plans for the replacement of this
bridge at present because of the appar-
ent limited nced and the very high cost
involved.

The last part of the question read as follows—
(5) As there is a danger of the bus wheels
slipping off the wheel-track boards,

could immediate action be taken 1o at
lcast replace the rotten decking?

The answer rom the Minisier was—

(5) Replacement of the decking would not
be practical without Lthe replacement of
the whole superstructure. However, dis-
cussions will be arranged with the local
authority concerning the immediate
problem of confining traflic w0 the
running planks.

I can tell members a litde about the history of
this bridge. It is an old bridge and, in 1967,
running planks—parallel planks—were installed
in order that vehicles might be driven over the
bridge. At the same time, the bridge was listed for
replacement by the Government of the day.

During that period, the Main Roads Depart-
ment carried out test drilling for a site for a new
bridge and the land required was resumed in
1967. In 1972, a five-tonne limit was placed on
the bridge and, in 1975, the Main Roads Depart-
ment indicated that the replacement of the bridge
would be included in its programme; but regret-
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fully the funds set aside were transferred to other
works. In receni years, the bridge has been the
subject of a number of inspections by the Main
Roads Department, and this included test borings
for pylons for a new bridge. In Qctober 1981, the
Main Roads Department determined, “The gen-
eral condition is very bad™.

In 1982, the Main Roads Department rec-
ommended that gravel be placed on the decking 10
stop the deck from splintering further, but this
could not be done because once the gravel had
been placed, it would have fallen through the
planks in the centre of the bridge.

In mid-1982, the Main Roads Department ad-
vised of the possible replacement of the bridge in
1988 and full support for this replacement was
given by the district officer of the Main Roads
Department situated at Northam.

Following my qucstion 1o the Minister on 4
August and the subsequent press coverage, | fired
another question at Mr Masters— he may well
remember it because he was very good at giving
terse answers and he did nat at any time give the
answer | would have expected him to give. My
question was as follows—

In the interests of the safety of York
school children and others what progress has,
or is being made in respect of reconstruction
of the Gwambygine Bridge at York?

This was in October—remember this is months
after my original question—and he replied as fal-
lows—

As indicated in my earlier reply to
question 330, the Main Roads Department
has no specific plans for the replacement of
this bridge. The dcpariment has, however,
been carrying out investigations to determine
the repairs necessary te keep the bridge in
service. When these investigations have been
completed, the matter will be discussed with
the local authority involved.

| interjected and said—

They will have 10 hurry up because the
bridge will fall down.

Mr Masters might care to know that the bridge is
still standing, but there is no traffic on it. [t would
have been better for my case tonight had he given
a more specific answer at the time [ asked those
questions; and there the matter lies. Nothing was
done. Liaison was to take place between the mem-
bers of Parliament and the shire council, but this
did not occur. On 8 February, there suddenly ap-
peared (0 be a little bit of activity in regard to the
bridge. [ do not know what triggered off the activ-
ity, but I suspect that with the electian on the hor-
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izon, this was a possible hot potato, as it were,
and everyone was sharpening his pencils. In The
West Australian on 8 February, under the head-
ling, “*School lear of bridge collapse™, the follow-
ing article appeared—
PARENTS at York fear that a bridge
necar the town may collapse il the local school
bus conlinues Lo use it.

It is a long article which outlined the condition of
the planks. It continued—

The principal of the high school, Mr Barry
Decnnis, said Lthat the new route added at
least 30 minutes’ travel time lor some of the
children.

Further on, the article stated—

The MRD hoped to arrange discussions
with the York Shire Council this week.

A new bridge would cost more than
$250,000.

In the Daily News on Thursday, 10 February, an
article under the headline, “Minister to see
‘danger’ bridge™ read as following—
A State Government Minister was due to
look at a dangerous bridge this afternoon.

Mr Warren Durack, a farmer, said today
the bridge 11km south of York and 19km
north ol Beverley was so dangerous the local
school bus commitiee had banned the school
bus from crossing,

Late this afiernoon the Minister for Re-
sources Development, Mines, Fuel and
Energy, Mr Jones, and Mr Mick Gayfer,
MLC were to inspect the bridge—one of two
between York and Beverley.

“The school bus now has to travel about
25km farther each trip,” said Mr Durack.

“Four ycars ago, fixing the bridge was
given a high priority. Now everybody in a
position to do something about it appears to
have forgotten about it—it has no priority at
all.”

He said the Main Roads Department
seemed unwilling 1o allocate funds again be-
cause traffic counts showed that not enough
vehicles would use the bridge.

But Mr Durack said reliance on traffic
counts was ridiculous. -

“There’s a five-tonne limit on the bridge
and everybody in the area knows about it so
nobady uses it,” he said,

“If heavy vehicles were able to use the
bridge, there would be a lot more traffic and
the route would probably meet the MRD re-
quirements for upgrading.”
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He said the new bridge would be expens-
ive, but even a spoon drain type of crossing
would be better than the existing bridge and
would be usable at least 350 days of the year.

That was on 10 February; and the Northam Ad-
vertiser on }7 February reported under the head-
ing, “Parents’ son brings bridge action™, as lol-
lows—

After a school bus was banned from using
a bridge near York, Government action has
been prompted after two Government minis-
ters inspecied the bridge.

A meeting of York parents decided 1o ban
the wuse of the school bus over the
Gwambygine bridge which is about |1lkm
south of York.

Parents say the bridge is unsafe,

They refuse to let their children ride across
the bridge in its present stale.

Some |5 years ago there was a load limit
placed on the bridge which was due for re-
placement in 1972-74 but the funds were re-
allacated.

On February 9, the bridge was inspected
by the MRD and York Shire Council.

Next day the Minister for Fuel and
Energy, Mr Peter Jones, inspected the bridge
during a visit 10 York and on Saturday the
Minister for Transport, Mr Rushton made an
inspection.

Because the school bus is not using the
bridge it means that it has to make a 20km
detour on each trip and children are being
picked up on each side of the river and set
down on alternate schedules.

York has had five bridges closed in the
past 15 years.

On Monday, Mr Rushton said the Govern-
ment had decided to replace the bridge dur-
ing the coming summer.

The important aspect that evolves out of this is
that a Minister of the Crown, on inspecting the
bridge on 17 February did, in fact, say it would be
replaced in the coming summer. He issued the fol-
lowing media statement—

The Deputy Premier and Minister for

Transport, Mr Cyril Rushton, yesterday
(Saturday) inspected the Gwambygine
Bridge near York.

He was accompanied by the Deputy Presi-
dent of the Shire of York, Mr Warren
Marwick, the Shire Clerk, Mr Lindsay
Declahunty, and endorsed Liberal candidates
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for the area, Mr Tom Richards {Avon) and
Mr Gordon Atkinson (Central Province).

Mr Rushton said that during his on-the-
spol inspection the council representatives
and Liberal candidates all stressed the need
to replace the crossing.

They all agreed that it would be a waste of
money to repair the existing bridge, and that
a rcplacement low level crossing would be
less costly than a new bridge.

The Main Roads Department had esti-
mated that construction of a new bridge
would cost about $250000. The low level
crossing was expected to cost considerably
less.

The shire representatives told Mr Rushton
they believed the crossing could not be built
until next summer,

Mr Rushton said he apreed with the coun-
cil conlention that the crossing should be re-
placed.

Mr Rushton has asked the Commissioner
of Main Roads, Mr Don Aitken, to negotiate
with the shire of York the form of the re-
placement crossing which is to be con-
strucled, timing of the works programme and
the financial arrangements which needed to
be agreed upon.

This was dene and some $90 000-worth of ma-
terial was, in facl, estimated Lo be required from
Government sources. The labour component was
to be supplicd by the York Shire Council. The
Hon. Gordon Atkinson will remember this despite
the fact that it was before the election.

I refer now to an article which appeared in the
Beverley York Express, headed, “Bridge and
Avondale—key issues at meeting.” The article
rcads as follows—

The future of York’s Gwambygine Bridge
and Bevertey’'s Avondale Research Station
dominated question time at the ‘Meet the
Candidates’ political rally held in York last
week.

Candidates for the Avon seat, Ken Mclver
M.L.A. (A.L.P), Tom Richards {Lib.) and
Max Trenorden (N.C.P.) addressed about
100 farmers and town residents from as far
south as Pingelly at the York Hotel.

Although sitting member, Ken Mclver was
subjected to a barrage of questions over the
state transport system and Labor’s suppased
link with the union movcment, most dis-
cussion centres on agricultural research and
the future of Gwambygine Bridge, which,
only last week was closed to the school bus.
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Cutting through most of the political rhet-
oric, all three candidates apreed that the
scaling daown of operations at Avondale Re-
search Station was not to the benefit of
agriculture in the Avon Valley.

Mr Richards (Lib) said that despite the
scaling down, Avondale was continuing with
research but with a different emphasis.

“*After discussions with the Department of
Primary Industry, | believe that three more
men could be employed at Avondale in the
future,” he said.

Although failing to give any assurances on
the station, Mr. Mclver satd he remembered
the public meeting held in Beverley soon
after the Government’s decision.

*“At that time, Beverley people were told it
was purely a matter of economics, but now
we find the Government spending $1 million
on land for research near Busselton,” he said.

According to Mr Trenorden the Govern-
ment seemed to think that because the Avon
is doing well in terms of agriculture, it can
afford 1o scale down research.

“But unless research is maintained, this
well-being will degenerate. We need to make
sure that it is kept in the area to keep pro-
duction above farming costs,” he said.

The Gwambygine Bridge which was re-

cently deemed oo hazardous for the local
school bus to cross by the Parents and Citi-

zens’ Association, also was discussed at
length.
When York resident, Arthur Jenkins

called for assurances from all three candi-
dates, the replies were encouraging and yet
predictable.

Max Trenorden: ‘1 don’t know about the
bus, | wasn't game 10 drive over it. | believe
that replacement is a priority and if I am
clected, and 1 think 1 wilt be—

He was wrong. The article continues—
—then it's replacement will be right on top
of the priority list.

It seems to me to be just another case of
Government bureaucracy.

He was referring to the length of time.
Tom Richards, the Liberal candidate, said—

| can confidently expect funds 1o be allo-
cated 1o the bridge’s replacement within 12
months.’

He was going on the Minister’s announcement

that the decision would be made on Lhat day. The
article continued—
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However, the only question appears to be:
how much will the York Shire Council be ex-
pected to contribute?

Ken Mclver: *We have continually made
representations for the local P. & C. and the
York Shire Council, but we have been 1old
there is no money available. | say, without a
shadow of doubt, that if the Government is
returned, nothing will be done and the bridge
will be permancntly closed.'

The Government was not returned, but the bridge
has been closed. Nothing is being done. As far as
the people are concerned, the whole matter is
veiled in a mass of political promises made before
the election. Consequently, on 4 August this year,
I asked the Minister far Mines representing the
Minister for Transport the following question—

In the interests of the safety of York
schoot children, and following much publicity
last year, and the fact that both the Govern-
ment and Opposition parties made pre-elec-
tion utterances that a new bridge or crossing
would be constructed at Gwambygine across
the Avon River, when is the work to be im-
plemented?

The Minister's answer was as follows—

There are a number of bridges over the
Avon River beitween Beverley and west
Toodyay of which Gwambygine is one that
have rcached the stage where consideration
must be given to their replacement or
otherwise.

So far as the overall road system is con-
cerned, a crossing of the Avon River at
Gwambygine is considered to be of much less
importance than other locations.

The replacement of the old bridge over the
Avon River at Gwambygine by either a new
bridge or a flood crossing has been can-
sidered. Due 1o the high costs involved and
the very low potential usage, the expenditure
is hard to economically justify.

Alernative arrangements have been made
for the operation of the school bus which is
no longer dependent on crossing the river at
Gwambygine.

Notwithstanding the above, the matier is
still under active consideration and [ hope to
discuss the matter with the member shortly.

Prior to that, the Minister for Fransport, in re-
spanse to a minule from the Minister for Works,
had caused a letter 1o be written to Mr
Delahunty, the Shire Clerk of the Shire of York,

in the following terms—
(54)
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The Minister for Works, the Hon. Ken
Mclver, has drawn to my attention the re-
quest for replacement of the Gwambygine
Bridge.

It is my understanding that Council has
discussed this matter with my predecessor,
the Hon. Cyril Rushton, and that Mr. Joe
Butorac, Principal Engineer (South), Main
Roads Department has also been involved.

| further understand that the cost of re-
placing the bridge—some $250 000—cannot
be economically justified.

Whilst the expenditure of $190 000, the
M.R.D. estimate for a low level flood cross-
ing, is also economically unjustifiable, | am
altracted ta the suggestion that use of Shire
labour and plant could achieve such a cross-
ing at a substantially lower cost.

On 24 March, the York Shire Council replied
with the following letter—

Council wishes to thank you for your
interest in the above subject and would ad-
vise that Council’s views would concur with
those expressed by yourself.

Lt is, however, a fair amount of time since
any word has been forthcoming from the
Main Roads Department, therefore Council
would appreciate a littie prompting on its be-
hall 10 ensure these consultations get under
way as soon as possible.

The undersigned has been in touch with
the District Engineer of Northam on the
matter, however his hands are tied until some
communication from Head Office is forth-
coming. Without an acceptable design rec-
ommendatian from Head Office it is imposs-
ible for any preliminary cost work to take
place, therefore the project at this stage is at
a standstill.

Council would take this opportunity to
congratulate you on your appointment and
look forward to a most amicable working re-
lationship.

Yours faithfully
L. O. DELAHUNTY
SHIRE CLERK

Nothing has happened; there has been no indi-
cation by the Minister to me that the project is to
go ahead. | am told there is some indication that
the Northam office of the department told the
councillors in council that the proposal was a “no
goer”. On 30 Auvgust this year, | received at my
office a copy of a letter written to the Editor of
the Beverley-York Express by a user of the
Gwambygine Bridge, which stated as follows—
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| would appreciate some space in your
paper to make comment on the Shire Presi-
dent report to Rate Payer in your [0th
August issue, and the reply The Hon. H. W,
Gayfler received when he asked a Question in
the house on Thursday 4th August 1983, re-
ported in your 24 August issue. Re
Gwambygine Bridge. Mr Monger reported
that the M.R.D. were siill locking at the pro-
posed crossing. bul said that it did not have
traffic Mow to warrant an expenditure of
150-180 thousand dollars.

Perhaps some onec can tell me why the
Gwambyginc bridge have a top priority as
the Gwambygine East Road was sealed plus
land resumed for bridge approaches. Added
1o this the approaches or intersection on the
Great Southern Highway were surveyed
three time plus the river bed drilled twice for
foundation. and Leday has none.

Further how does one get an accurate
counl of traffic using the Bridge when it has
been closed to heavy traffic for a number of
years plus the fact residents have been trying
1o preserve the bridge for the benefit of the
school bus.

The Hon Mr K Mclver Minister for
Works and Member For Avon said at his pre
election speech that if re elected would give
Gwambygine Bridge Top Priority. To date
all The Hon Member has done is see that the
pcople between Perth and Fremantle got
their train service so that he was able to play
trains with the Minister for Transport Mr
Grill. The Hon H. W. Gayfer has also re-
quested a Meeting of Mr Mclver and Mr
Grill with himself to have a meeling to dis-
cuss the Bridge but to date this has not hap-
pened. | think it is high time Mr K Mclver
did something lor his electorate as he has
been in office for Six Months,

The minutes of the York Shire Council meeting
ol 26 August have the lollowing to say concerning
the bridge—

Cr Marwick expressed concern atl con-
tinued delays in response 1o Council’s moves
in refation 1o the Gwambygine Bridge.

MOVED Cr Marwick seconded Cr Lee
that concern be cxpressed 10 Hon K F
Mclver, MLA at continued delay in response
1o Council’s approaches regarding replace-
ment of the Gwambygine Crossing and that
unless aclion is reported within seven days,
the President and Shire Clerk be authorised
to express Council’s concern through the
press.
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Carried

A telegram was received by the Council on
Wednesday 31 August from Mr Mclver, which
stated as follows—

Received on Friday your letter of August
19 regarding Gwambygine Bridge. [ can ap-
preciate Council’'s concern and reiterate my
previous comment that | have continually
urged my colleague the Minister for
Transport to finalise details of this project.
Recently | sought an appointment with Mr
Grill in company with the Hon M Gayfer,
MLC to discuss this matter first hand. | will
again contact Mr Grill and can assure you
that a definite decision will be conveyed 10
Council in the near future.

We have gone around and around this problem. |
am convinced the Minister for Transport in the
previous Government promised the people of
York that a bridge would be built. There is no
question about the need for the bridge; we can
forget about that argument. However, | have
presented ample evidence that the bridge has been
promised to the people. Therefore, if the bridge is
nol now 1o be built, it means either that the prom-
ise is not to be honoured, or that somebody has re-
moved it from the list of priorities, following the
election—and | do not believe that to be the case,
I know Mr Meclver is as anxious as | am to have
the bridge built; it is in his electorate. [t is also in
my electorate, and in Mr Atkinson’s electorate.
For heaven’s sake, if, before the election promises
were made 1o construct a new bridge in the
interesis of the children of the area, iet us not
turn this issue into a political football. | maintain
that the promises must be honoured and the
bridge built. Under no circumsiances should we
members of Parliament, regardless of which side
of the House we sit on, be able to promise people
certain facilities before an clection—facilities
which concern Lhe safety and well-being of their
children—and not honour those promises.

Although [ have spent a considerable time on
this matter, | believe [ had to raise the subject in
this forum. 1 am not chastising Ken Mclver or
members opposite any more than 1 am blaming
my own side. However, somebody must be respon-
sible far this matter. If that is not the case, 10 use
an expression often used by John Tonkin, this is a
clear case of political subterfuge, which should
not occur in a matter as important as this one.

| inform the House that this speech will go
back to the York Shire Council; | believe 1 need
to be as ruthless as everyone els¢ has been. | ask
the Leader of the House to immediately request
his colleague, the Minister for Transport, to liaise
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with the York Shire Council and officials of the
Main Roads Department. We do not want to hear
that the bridge cannot be built; we have already
heard that it can be built. We know the crossing
cannot be construcied until the river lowurs; how-
ever, at least the plans and specifications can be
drawn up so that, come next year, the children of
the area will not have the problem—especially
during thc months of daylight saving—of
travelting an additional 30 kilometres to school
simply because they cannot get across a bit of
water,

We must do something. We are 1oo far in to get
out; | am sure that if the Government locked at
the matter in that light, instead of resorting to the
technique of writing letter afler letter and saying
the matter will be looked into, something will be
achieved. The talking has been done; let us now
gct out and build the oridge.

Regrettably. the issue has become a sore point
with the York Shire Council. Members of Parlia-
ment could retain some of their dignity as far as
promiscs arc concerned if something is done soon.

This matter has not been denied by the present
Government. Mcembers should not get me wrong
on that. If they do, | will go through what every-
body has said in connection with the matter, and |
am sure the Heusc does not want that.

| have presented a case that maintains the
status quo. | have asked that a crossing or a
bridge be erccted, to meet the Government and
Opposition promises and statements made.

I had another interesting little exercise the
other day with the gendarmerie—

Hon. D. K. Dans: Not another onge!

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Another one! | am not
pointing the bone at the police; the police officers
involved were very polite.

Hon. D. K. Dans: They had heard about you.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: They might have rec-
ognised CR-500; | do not know. | am most con-
cerned aboul the circumstances surrounding this
occurrence. 1 will not say where it occurred, be-
cause those interested can check it out—either the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services or a
member of the Police Force—simply by checking
my name¢ at the Police Department. If they do,
they will find the summons and my cheque al-
tached 10 it: and 1 am not complaining about that.

I am not peinting the bone at the officers or al
anybaody elsc because they did their job; but | am
as sure as 1 stand here that the instrument they
uscd was wrong.

Hon. D. K. Dans: What kind of instrument was
it, and where did they use it on you?
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Hon. H. W. GAYFER: | would not have had to
go much further to have a cup of tea with Jim
Brown; but | will not say exactly where it was.
Never mind about that.

I was going along a long, straight road in my
motor car, which is a fairly sophisticated piece of
equipment. | have driven it for 350000 kilo-
metres, 50 | would have been through many speed
traps; | have driven it around the place a terrible
lot, in and out of the city. In fact, 1 have been
caught for speeding on numerous occasions, and |
have always accepted willingly what has come to
me as a fair cop.

Hon. Neil Oliver: Your lights were working?

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: At the present moment,
regretfully, my licence has a few endorsements on
it. 1 do not mind a flair cop; that is not what con-
cerns me. However, when the equipment is out of
order, in my opinion, | have to say something.

The fairly sophisticated piece of equipment 1hat
| happen to drive has what is called a cruise con-
trol. The cruise control has been on the car as
part of the equipment since il was new. When one
sets the cruise control, one takes one’s [oot off the
accelerator and the car maintains the set speed at
all times—around a corner, up a hill. The equip-
ment is governed, and the speedometer will not
move. The car just sits on the Ngure that is selec-
led.

My wife was beside me; and the figure 'l selec-
ted was 108 kilometres an hour. | had been 10 a
district show; and everyone knows that when one
goes to a district show, one has to be doubly care-
ful what one does. Country shows secm to attract
many other visitors. Nevertheless, | was driv ng
away from the show with my speedometer set at
108, my foot off the accelerator. I saw coming
towards me a police car-—-no problem at all. As it
went by, | waved my hand, and looked in the rear
vision mirror. All of a sudden, | saw a fantasy of
lights. The lights started spinning around; the car
did a “U-ey" and came screaming after me. | said
10 my wife—I will not say exactly what [ said, but
I admit I was rather surprised that the car was
following me. | said, “Look at the speedo”. 1 still
had not touched the accelerator with my foot to
disconnect the cruisomatic. [ said, “Look at that
speedo—108Ks. What the heck’s wrong here?”’

I pulled up; the police car caught up; | got out
and walked back, and | said, “What's up?” A
policeman said, “‘You’'re speeding”. | saw another
chap there, and he got out, put his cap on, and got
his book. | thought, “*Oh my God!” | said, “What
was [ doing?” They said, “[20 K.” | said,
“You're joking!” He said, ‘No, you were doing
120 K. Come with me’. Of course, he also got
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very close 1o me, for other reasons. He asked me
to put my head inside the car and look at the
dashboard, and, sure enough, it showed 120 K,

| repeat that Lhe police officers did their job.
They were most diligent and friendly people. |
said, “‘Well, okay, but 1 can't believe it”. | said,
*Come with me”, so | went back to by car and 1
said to my wife, “We are accused of doing 120
Ks”. She said, “Impossible. | saw the speed-
ometer—1 08", The members, who know my wile,
would know that she is not the sort of person who
likes 10 become drawn into any argument; but as [
had pointed out to her that 1 had not put my foot
on the accelerator, it was a fair thing.

We stood at the back of the car and had a ook
at the tyres on it. As | say, the car is a fairiy soph-
isticated picce of machinery; bul it worried me
like steam all the way home because it means, if
the car was out by 12 kilometres an hour at that
speed, that | have been either awfully lucky down
here in the metropolitan area and in other places,
or many cars have gone a lerrible lol faster than
me, because 1 do not seem 1o pass anybody.

That occurred on the Saturday; it was a very
good day—Claremont had beaten South
Fremantle.

Hon. D. K. Dans: | remember that very well.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: On the Monday, or it
might have been the Tuesday, | came down to
Perth and went to the Royal Automoabile Club. |
have heen a member of the RAC for some years. |
said, “How do you test speedos?”’ They said,
“Well, we put the car on a dynamometer. We run
it up and we test the speed”. | said, “Well, do that
one™. They said, “Well, we suggest you go down
to Fremantle. Fremantle has a very good machine
down there. With a car like that, you shouldnt
have any trouble with the speedometer™. 1 said,
“Yes, that's what | thought”. They said, **Are the
Lyres standard?” 1 said, “Yes. There is nothing
wrong with the 1yres. They are the same tyres
that have been on it since | bought it; and it has
done 350 000 kilometres”.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Good tyres!

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Nat the same set of
tyres, but they have always been the same type.

1 have been caught before, and [ have admitted
what | have done. The speed the police have
claimed has been accurate according to what [
have been doing. The only difference on this oc-
casion was that the police car was on the move,
coming towards me when | was going the other
way. That worries me a little.

| went 10 the RAC at Fremantle; and | have a
document indicating the speedometer readings. At
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60 kilometres an hour on the dynomometer at
Fremantile, the speedo showed 55; at 70, it showed
65; at 80, 76; at 90, 87; at 100, 98; and at 110,
108. If 1 was doing 108 kilometres an hour when |
was apprehended it would mean 1 was doing
something less than that, and certainly not 120.

I do not have a leg to stand on; there is no
worry about that. | do nol want 1o iry to get out
of this. I tried that once before, and it cost me
$2 500, and [ walked for three months. 1 am not
going 10 go through that again.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: How much did it cost you
this time?

Hen. H. W. GAYFER: 11 cost me $20.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Pass the hat around!

Hen. H. W. GAYFER: | have paid it; do not
worry about that.

I have only my word and my wife as a witness
to stand up to two police officers. 1 saw 120" on
their clock; but the stupid thing about it is that it
is me who is wrong. It could not be them.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: But you do not know
until you go to court.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Don’t give me that!

Hon. Fred McKenzie: There are people who
have succeeded.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: | am pointing out to
Mr McKenzie that their machine could not poss-
ibly be wrong! | have no argument against those
boys for doing their job.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: But their machine could
be wrong.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: That’s right! What the
hell do you think I am trying to say?

Hon. Fred McKenzie: In fact, 1 believe you.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: | am not attacking any-
body-—the Government, or Mr McKenzie. | am
trying to point oul that other people have been
caught in similar circumstances who possibly
would not have gone to the extent | have gone to
verify the matter.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: You should follow it
through for the benefit of those people.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: | should imagine that
those police officers would deny absolutely that
their machine did anything other than record the
situation factually; but I am beginning 1o wonder
whether there is a problem in using the machine
when one car is approaching another. It may be
different if the police car is stationary and the gun
is pointed. Perhaps on a long wet road—and it
was wet at the time—the reading could be affec-
ted and be different. Perhaps the gun is not
checked regularly enough. Perhaps the conditions
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under which we expect the guns 10 work are not
cntirely satisfactory.

There is something very sicange about this inci-
dent. [ do not mind a fair cop, and [ have black
marks an my licence now to prove it. In this in-
stance, il has cost me a $20 [ine; and it has not
even cost me any black mark. | would not have
said anything about it if 1 did not believe a mis-
take had been made.

If it nceds a stack of Bibles to be sworn on, |
know my wife would come in herc and swear that
before 1 pulled up the car, | indicated the speedo
and it showed 108 kilometres an hour.

That is all | want to say about this matter. [
imaginc that the next step is up to whoever reads
this speech and who is able 10 double check this
matter does double check it. [ believe a case oc-
curred in Victoria in which this type of offence
was challenged, and the person charged was able
to get off. | understand that in Narrogin there has
been a case of a specd gun’s accuracy being chal-
lenged. A cruisomatic control in a car was part of
the story, and the person charged was able 10 get
off. If we as a Parliament allow those instruments
1o be used and demand that they be right, they
must be right, othcrwise people will go away with
doubt in their minds as, indeed, T have on this oc-
casion.

The speedometer check certified by the
automobile club is not considered by the police in
court to be an acceptable document— [ think that
is the 1erm. The only acceptable document is, |
believe, one obtained from Tough Instrument Ser-
vice Ca,, which would have to take the instrument
out of the dash of the car, check i1, certify its ac-
curacy, and put il back. The cost is enormous to
have the whole lace of the instrument panel taken
off. The reason | would want such a check is to
verify in my mind that there is not something
wrong with the police instrument. That is as far
as | want to take the matter. No names have been
mentioned. A check can be made of the fine
shect—the bluey, as we call it. [t would sull be
available, and it could be worked out which ve-
hicle was used, and a check could be done an its
specdometer. Il that specedometer proves 1o be ac-
curate, as the officers believe it 10 be, other con-
ditions surely must have been wrong because two
people observed the cruisomatic control and it was
checked afterwards as being accurate. It all rings
as a rather strange story indeed.

I intended to talk at great lengih about the
utterances of Mr Hawke on wages and salaries as
reported in this morning’s Press. 1 will not say any
more than that | hope the unions will take heed of
what the Prime Minister said. The Leader of the
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House, who has responsibility for industrial re-
lations, would hope that also. Somewhere along
the line we must accept that confrontation will do
no good. If some people must accept the wages
and salaries pause, everybody must accept it. If
workers strike to better their remuneration, it is
obvious they are trying only 10 get around the
wages pause. | support what the Prime Minister
said, and sincerely hope that, in the north and on
our waterfront, any situations of unrest will be
settled, at least for the time being, in the spirit
that Mr Hawke has asked that the pause be ob-
served. [ hope that workers involved in such un-
rest go back to work, go back to their machinery
and perform their duties without tardiness. They
must accept like everybody else in the community
that the existing conditions must prevail. 1 will
say no more about that subject except to reiterate
that 1 agree with the sentiments expressed by the
Prime Minister, as reported in this morning’s
Press.

I have a grizzle. Mr President, you will be
frightfully annoyed with me when I make this
point. Standing Orders refer to unparliamentary
language, which we must not use al any time.
However, while driving to Perth last Sunday and
the Sunday before, | found that at 4.30 in the
afternoon the only radio station 1 could pick up,
as a result of the reception through the forest, was
6WN. I like to listen 10 that station because i
plays the music | like, and | am sure other people
like 1o listen to it. But on two consecutive weeks |
heard a play on that station which contained ex-
pressions such as “shit”, “bugger”, “bloody”,
*crap”, and “pissed off”. The first occasion was
bad enough. My wife nearly flew out of the car.
She said, “What has gone wrong with this
station? It is one the taxpayers subsidise™. 1 did
not bother to look up which play was read, but a
woman character was talking to her daughter who
had used the word *biich”. The woman said,
“You kpow you should not say anything like
that”, and when the daughter went aut of the
room she used words such as “bloody”, “bugger”,
and “pissed off”’. Surely to God people do not
have to listen to such words. The radio could have
been turned off, but that is not the point. The play
was supposed to be teaching little girls that they
should not use such five-letter words. The little
girl was told that the word “bitch” can be a lov-
able thing when it is rclated to a female dog.
Surely there is a limit to what should be broad-
cast over the radio. Are we at the stage that we
need to use such words to make headlines or to
sell books or plays? We do aot need to come out
with all that earthy trash.
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| was raised in the country. | spent many hours
around sheep sheds, and, if a woman or child ven-
tured near the shed, even the roughest of men
would not say a word out of place. Yet in that
play in consccutive weeks [ heard all that
language used that 1 was taught in my years of
hawking around the bush. To me this situation is
not good cnough. Surely some board or inspection
group controls these things. Surely we as mem-
bers of Parliament should express our dissatis-
faction at these types of words being allowed, es-
pecially at a prime listening time of 4.30 p.m. to
5.30 p.m. Surcly such a programme could be re-
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placed. It is an indictment of the people who plan
those radio programmes—an abseolute indictment.
I will protest 10 somebody, but as yet I do not
know to whom. Surely somebody has control over
these programmes.

The other matters | wish 10 raise will keep for
another day. | support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. P. H.
Lockyer.

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.



282,

286.

302.

[Tuesday, 13 September 1983]

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TOURISM
Jarrah Park

Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:

(1) Has the Minister received a submission
from the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Tour-
ist Bureau for the creation of Western
Australia’s first jarrah park?

(2) I so, what is the Government’s response
to the suggestion for such a demon-
stration park?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) A submission has been received not as
Minister for Tourism but as Minister for
Forests.

(2) The submission is under review.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Kwinana

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Fuel and Encrgy:

(1) Is the SEC proposing 10 use North-West
Shelf gas in the Kwinana power house?

{2) 1f so, is this gas replacing Collie coal?

(3) If it does replace Collie ceal, how much
will this reduce the SEC purchase of
Collie coal?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

{) to {3) Some North-West Shelf gas will
be used in the Kwinana power station,
but Collie coal will continue to be a
major source of fuel for the com-
mission's power station.

The quantity of Collie coal purchased by
the commission will ensure the retention
of the present manning levels in the in-
dustry.

ROTTNEST ISLAND
Kingston Barracks: Coasultation

Hon. NEIL OLIVER, To the Leader of
the House representing the Premier:

Will there be consuitation between the
Western Australian Government and the
Commonwealth Government so that re-
location of Kingston Barracks to the
proposed alternative site will not reduce
the training capacity of Australian de-
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fence units stationed in Western Aus-
tralia?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
Sec reply 10 question 237.
The Western Australian Government is
fully conscious of the need to maintain

and enhance defence capability in West-
ern Australia.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT:

303.

STAFF
Replacement Policy
Hon, G. E. MASTERS, to the Attorney

General:

(1) Is the department administered by the
Minister subject to the Government-
stated policy of replacing only 50 per
cent of staff who have resigned or re-
tired?

{2) How many employees, formerly with the
Minister’s department, have resigned

and retired since | June 19837

{3) How many new employees has the Min-
ister’s department engaged since | June

19837

How many new employees have been en-
gaged in the Minister’s office since
1 March [983?

4

(5) In what departmental areas were staff
savings mainly achieved, if any?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) to (5) A question similar to this was
asked by the member on 17 August
1983, seeking information in respect of
alt State Government departments for
the period 1 March to 30 July 1983.

In accordance with the undertaking
given by the Leader of the House rep-
resenting the Premier, the information
requested in the earlier question is being
prepared as far as possible, and will be
provided directly to the member by let-
ter; but as already advised in the pre-
vious reply, the Government is not pre-
pared to divert staff to gather all the de-
tail required.
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WATER RESOURCES
Denmark

Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Leader of the House representing the Minis-
ter for Water Resources:

(1) What was the maximum salt reading re-
corded in the Denmark water supply in
the last 12 months?

(2) What is the normal summer reading?

(3) What is considered the maximum desir-
able by world health authorities?

(4) What is the usual reading of tank water
caught off a homestead roof in a south
coasl townsite?

(5) Has the Government any provision for
improving the quality of water in the
Denmark town in the near future?

(6) If so, what are these provisions?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) 1680 milligrams per litre of 1otal salts.
This occurred early last month and was
due 10 an unusually large percentage of
the flow in the Denmark River coming
from the cleared inland parts of the
catchment which discharge high salinity
waler. As was anlticipated, the salinity
has improved with greater run-off from
the forested areas closer to Denmark
and at present the inflow salinity into
the Denmark dam is approximately 620
milligrams per litre of 10tal salts.

{2) Over the last five years the summer sal-

inity has ranged from 600 to 820 milli-

grams per litre of total salts.

The desirable current critenion for
drinking water in Australia, as rec-
ommended by the National Health and
Medical Research Council, is a maxi-
mum of 1500 milligrams per litre of
total salts.

The Public Works Department does not
keep records of the salimity of tank
water from roof run-off in south coast
townsites. A test from a rainwater tank
in the Ocean Beach area of Denmark on
| September 1983 gave a salinity of 120
milligrams per litre of total salts.

and (6) The salinity of the water being
supplied from the Denmark water
supply will quickly improve as a result of
the reduced salinity of the flow into the
Denmark dam. The water being supplied
on 8 September 1983 had a salinity of
less than | 000 milligrams per litre.

3)

(4)

(3)

30s.

MINES DEPARTMENT AND STATE
ENERGY COMMISSION

Staff: Replacement Policy

Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Mines, and Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Are the departments administered by
the Minister subject to the Government
stated policy of replacing only 50 per
cent of staff-who have resigned or re-
tired?
How many employees, formerly with the
Minister’s departments, have resigned
and retired since 1 June 19837

2

(3) How many new employces have the
Minister’s departments engaged since

1 June 19837

How many new employees have been en-
gaged in the Minister’s office since
| March 19837

In what departmental areas were staff
savings mainly achieved, if any?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

{1) to (5) A question similar to this was
asked by the member on |7 August
1983, seeking information in respect of
all Stiate Government departments for
the period 1 March to 30 July 1983,

In accordance with the undertaking
given by the Leader of the House rep-
resenting the Premier, the information
requested in the earlier question is being
prepared, as far as possible and will be
provided directly to the member by let-
ter, but as already advised in the pre-
vious reply the Government is not pre-
pared to divert staff to gather all the de-
tail required.

(4}

(5)

WORKERS' COMPENSATION: PAYMENTS

306.

Loss of Hand
Hon. 1. G. PRATT, to the Minister for In-
dustrial Relations:

(1) In Western Australia what is the maxi-
mum benefit payable under workers’
compensation for the loss of a hand?

(2) In Queensland what is the maximum
benefit payable under workers’ compen-
sation for the loss of a hand?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) $54 189.60
(2) $23570.00.
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In view of the fact that the member has
previously asked similar questions, |
seek leave of the House (o table appro-
priate documents which reflect compar-
able benefits paid under workers’ com-
pensation in Western Australia and
Queenstand.

The documents were tabled (see paper
No. 255).

LAND: NATIONAL PARK

Shannon River: Timber and Wood
Chipping Industries

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, 10 the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:

Further to my question 230 of Tuesday,
23 August 1983, have trials commenced
to ascertain whether there will be a det-
rimental effect on water supply and
fauna if cutting on siream reserves is al-
lowed in the wood chip area?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

No.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS AND PRI-

MARY SCHOOLS
North Metropolitan Province

teachers, pardeners, cleaners, li-
brary aides and other categories
currently and anticipated in 1984;

(3) the student enrolment for each
school in 1982, 1983 and antici-
pated for 1984.

Most of this information is not available
on computer tape that can be machine
processed. Providing the member with
the information he seeks will involve a
very considerable number of man-hours
on the part of officers of my department.
It is estimated that it might cost the tax-
payers $500 to obtain the necessary de-
tail,

Might | request the member consider
the purposes for which he is seeking so
comprehensive a compendium of infor-
mation so that | might satisfy his pur-
poses without involving my department
in the very lengthy and expensive exer-
cise of extracting by hand the infor-
mation he is currently seeking.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK
Jarrah Park

309. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, 1o the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-

vironment:

(1) Does the Government intend to create a
jarrah national park?

{2) If so, where?

Hon. J. M, BERINSON replied:;

(1) and (2) The Government has asked that
a review of the northern jarrah forest be
undertaken in regard to the location and
exient of any such park. A decision will
be made when the review has been com-

308. Hon. P. H. WELLS, 10 the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What number of full-time and part-time
personnel are employed at each State
primary and high school in the North
Metropolitan Province, in the following
occupations—

{a) teaching;
{b) gardening;
{c) cleaning;

{d) library work; and pleted.
(e) other?

{2) What is the anticipated variation of BRIDGE: BURSWOOD iSLAND
these figures for the 1984 school year? Cost

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied: 310. Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 1o the Minister

In questions 294, 308 and 330 the mem- for Mines representing the Minister for
ber has sought the following information Transport:
wilh respect to each of the 46 State pri- In relation to the document titled

mary or high scheols in the WNorth
Metropolitan Province—

(1) The number of transportable or
temporary classrooms in 1982, 1983
and anticipated in 1984;

{2) the number of full-time and part-
time  personnel  employed as

“Burswood Island Bridge Review Com-
mittee”: The Bridge and lis Environs:
Its Costs and Viability, in 1983 costs—
(1) What is the cost of the major
roadworks required to get traffic 1o
flow in a northern direction onto
the Mitchell Freeway from the
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bridge at 1the Charles Street

interchange?

(2) What is the cost of new roadworks
between Great Eastern Highway
and Charles Street?

(3) What is the future of Weld
Square?
(4) (a) Does the Lord Street crossing
require resolving; and
(b) if so, what is the cost?

(3) (a)

Are new bridges required over
the railway; and

{b) if so, at what cost?
(6) (a) Will Haig Park be climinated
in part; and
(b) if so, will the Minister provide
details?

(7) What is the construction cost of the
Burswood Island Bridge?

(8) What is the cost of providing a new
railway bridge over the road in the
vicinity of Rivervale?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1} (2), (5), (7) and {(8) The estimate

quoted of $36 million is in Jupe 1982
prices and is an initial estimate based on
preliminary design which could vary
upwards or downwards to some extent
when the detailed design is completed.
This figure includes all work necessary
for the Burswood Bridge and roadwork
connections 1o it from the Mitchell Free-
way and {rom Great Eastern Highway.
The estimate also includes grade separ-
ation with the railway in East Perth and
in the vicinity of Rivervale.

(3) Weld Squarc is not affected by the

Burswood project as the intitial siages
envisage a one way pair system in this
vicinity.

{4) (a) and (b) The Lord Street crossing is

not affected by the praposal.

{6) (a) Yes;

(b) final details have yet 10 be resolved
with the Perth City Council follow-
ing general agreement some years
ago.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: DEPARTMENT

Staff: Increase

311. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, 10 the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

(N

(2)

Is it true that the Consumer Affairs De-
partment has had hundreds of com-
plaints from farmers over the purchase
of farm products?

H “Yes™ to (1), how then does it become
impossible 10 make any valid estimate of
extra staff required by the Consumer
Affairs Department as stated by the
Minister in his answer to my question
232 on Tuesday, 23 August 19837

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

4y

(2)

That is true. However, because the com-
plaints have not been legally admissible
no statistics of the attempted complaints
have been recorded.

Answered by (1).

BRIDGE: BURSWOOD [SLAND

312.
for

Traffic Flow

Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 10 the Minister

Mines representing the Minister for

Transport:

In relation to the document titled

“Burswood Island Bridge Review Com-

mittee”: The Bridge and its Environs: Its

Costs and Viability, could the Minister

advise—

(1) What are the arrangements for the
free flow of northbound traffic
onto the Mitchell Freeway?

(2) Is the bridge over the railway lines
permanent?

(3) What is the position in relation to
Swan River Drive—

(a) will it be a freeway;

{b) if so, will it really take 30 years
for a {rceway to go in once
Burswood |Island bridge is
built?

How does traffic disperse at

the Great Easiern Highway

junction;

(b) how wmuch is
Orrong Road; and

(4) (a)

planned for

(c) what effect will it have on
Orrong Road?
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Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The project includes the construction of
a bridge in the Hamilton Interchange
that will allow northbound access to the
Mitchell Freeway from Aberdeen Street.

(2) Yes.

(3) (a) The areca of land reserved in the

metropolitan region scheme for
Swan River Drive is lor a controlled
access highway which will not
necessarily be a freeway.

(b) as the mewropolitan region grows it
is believed Swan River Drive may
eventually be needed, but there is
no way of forecasting accurately
when it should be built.

(4) (a) The Burswood project is planned to
tie in directly to Great Eastern
Highway at a junction controlled by
traffic signals;

(b) Nodirect connection is proposed to
Orrong Road as part of this project;

(c) because a proportion of Great East-
ern Highway traffic will divert to
the Burswood bridge route, access
to Oriong Road should be easier.
Mo significant increase in traffic on
Orrong Road is anticipated.

MINING
Bauxite

313. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-
vironment:
Does the Governmeni plan to stop baux-
ite mining?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
No.

APPRENTICES
Midland Workshops

314. Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the Minister
for Mines representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) In each of the years 1977 to 1983 inclus-
ive, how many apprentices commenced
their apprenticeship at Midland Work-
shops?

{2} How many apprentices is it anticipated
will commence in 19847

(3) If there has been a decline over the
years, what is the reason?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) 1977—113
1978—124
1979—180
1980—1381
1981—144
1982105
1983—91.

{2) On a manpower planning basis, Wesirail

will have sufficient tradesmen 10 meet
its needs wuntil the late 1980s. Conse-
quently, the railways do not have a need
10 recruit apprentices.

However, in recognition of Westrail's
traditional role in training tradesmen for
the Siate, the excellent facilities
available in the Midland workshops and
the need to provide job opportunities for
young people the railways will be taking
on 78 apprentices in 1984.

(3) Because of manpower forecasts con-

tained in the 1977 metal industry survey
report and a report by the Department
of Labour and Industry, Westrail took
on additional apprentices in the years
1979 through to 1981. The additional
number dropped slightly in 1981 due to
problems in coping with the total ap-
prentices in training.

Revised forecasts resulted in the
numbers recruited in 1982 returning to
within the more normal range of from
100 to 130 apprentices.

A combination of an excess of
tradesmen on the market, forecasts of
future tradesmen availability, the gen-
eral economic downturn and the change
in transport requirements resulted in a
lower recruitment in 1983 and the even
lower figure planned for 1984,

The Government is most concerned with
the apprentice lraining situation and is
presently looking at possible initiatives
10 bring about improvemenis insofar as
Government departments and agencies
are concerned.

HOUSING: FLATS
Vacancies
Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for

Mines representing the Minister for Housing:

How many family-type Stale Housing
Commission flais are currently vacani
in—
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(a) each metropolitan region; and
(b) country areas?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(a) North metropolitan................

South-east metropolitan......... 25
Fremantle ....cocooooiiiieccnne. 42

104

(b) Country.....cocvevireinniienienrnenns 6

Of these 110 units, 83 are currently
under maintenance pending allocation,
and 27 are on offer to applicants.

EDUCATION: UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN

3l6.

AUSTRALIA
Regiment

Hon. W. N. STRETCH, 10 the Minister
for Mines representing the Minister for Sport
and Recreation:

(1) Is it a fact that the University of WA
Regiment has been refused permission
to use the Tone River Camp near
Manjimup?

(2) 1f so, why?

(3) Can the Minister tell this House—

(a) how many men of the UWA regi-
ment attended the camp last year;

(b} how long were they there; and

(¢} what was their estimated inpul into
the local economy of Manjimup?

Did the Minister contact any local
organisations before refusing per-
mission; and

{b) if so, which organisations did he
consult?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The University of WA Regiment was
permitted the free use of Tone River
Camp in January 1982 and January
1983. The approval for use was yearly
and subject to review after each camp.
Following the 1983 camp, the approval
for lree use was withdrawn.

(4) (@)

{2) Accclerated wear and tear of existing
buildings and facilities by the regiment
was the main reason for withdrawal of
the offer of free use.

(3) (a) It is understood that 360 were there
from 3 January to 16 January, and

250 from 17 January te 31 January;

(b) 3 January to 31 January;
(¢) unknown.

(4) (a) The only communication was with
the 5th Military District Command:

(b) not applicable.

STATE FORESTS: HARDWOOD
Degraded
Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:
Further to my question 103 of
Wednesday, 3 August 1983, will the
Minister outline the areas of—
(a) jarrah;
(b) karri; and
(¢) wandoo;
which are degraded forest, and the
prioritiess  for re-establishing each
species?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
{a) to (¢} Examination is still proceeding
and maps have not yet been prepared.

FIRES
Shannon River National Park

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Atiorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-
vironment:

Further 1o my question 181 on
Thursday, 18 August 1983—

(1) When is i1 expected the working
plan will be completed?

(2) Are the general public being asked
for input?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replicd:

(1) The strategic working plan has been
completed.

{2) The strategic working plan is to be made
available to the South Coast Advisory
Committee, also members of the work-
ing group are available to brief other
groups and individuals regarding the
plan and management proposals.
Information gained from these dis-
cussions will be considered in the prep-
aration of the working plan.
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LEGISLATIVE REVIEW AND ADVISORY

319.

320.

- (3)-If therc has been a- decline over- the: - - — — -

COMMITTEE
Membership
Hon. MARK NEVILL, to the Atworney -
General:

(1) On what date were Lhe original members
of the Legislative Review and Advisory
Committee appointed?

(2} Who are the current members of that
committee, and when were they ap-
peinted?

(3) In cach of the years since the committee
was established, how many reports rec-
ommending disallowance of regulations
have been tabled in Parliament?

(4) Which of those reports have been acted
upon?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON repliced:

(1) 7 September 1977.

(2) Mr J. Fiocco (Chairman)....... 31/6/83
Mr P. Moyes....cooooeeviecinees 8/6/82
Prof. E. J. Edwards ................ 1/12/81

(3) The following reports have been submit-
ted. They do not all recommend disal-

lowance of regulations.

1978—7
1979—3
1980—1
1981—6
1982—2
1983—3

4)

None of the reports resulted in disallow-
ance of regulations.

APPRENTICES
Metropolitan Water Authority

Han. FRED McKENZIE, 10 the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Water Resources:

(1) I[n each of the years 1977 to 1983 inclus-
ive, how many apprentices commenced
their apprenticeship with the Metrapoli-
tan Water Authority?

{(2) How many apprentices is it anticipated
will commence in 19847

years, what is the reason?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
{1) The number of apprentices who com-
menced training with the Metropolitan
Water Authority are:
January 1978
January 1979 ..o

321.
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January 1980.......ccooninenn, 43
January 1981 .. 39
January 1982 ... 39
January 1983 ..., 39

35,

The number of apprentices that can be
effectively trained is dependent on the
works programme and the number of
tradesmen employed.

(2)
(3

The apprentice intake since 1980
reflects the decrease in the available
trade work.

APPRENTICES

State Energy Commission
Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:

(1) In cach of the years 1977 to 1983 inclus-
ive, how many apprentices have com-
menced their apprenticeship with the
State Energy Commission?

(2) How many apprentices is it anticipated
will commence in 19847

(3) H there has been a decline over the
years, what is the reason?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Arnnual intakes and numbers in training
in the years 1977-1983 inclusive are as

follows:—
Total
in
Intake  Training

1977 51 166
1978 47 177
1979 54 198
1980 68 198
1981 64 227
1982 73+ 233
1983 64 245

* includes & transferred from AIS.

It is anticipated that not less than 68 ap-
prentices will be appointed in 1984,

(2

Annual intake levels have been set to en-
sure the maximum number of appren-
tices consistent with the commission’s
capacity 10 provide the required stan-
dard of training.

(3)
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STATE FORESTS: PINE
Planting: Programme

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:
Further to my question 178 on
Wednesday, 17 August 1983 —

(1} Which shires were involved?

(2) What expertise does Dr Maneca
have in forestry matters?

(3) Does the first part of the answer to
(3), mean that the Government
does not Lrust the Forests Depart-
ment 10 advise i1?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Manjimup
Bridgetown-Greenbushes
Donnybrook-Balingup
Nannup
Boyup Brook
(2) Dr Manca was appointed to the inquiry
because of the imporiance of forestry in
the Bunbury region. [r Manea is also
Director of the South-West Develop-
mcnt Authority and will act as a co-
ordinator of the work of the inquiry. The
Forests Department is represented on
the commitiee and will provide technical
advice on forestry as required.
(3) No.
The member should support the Govern-
ment’s policy to ensure community par-
ticipation in land use questions. This is
the rationale for the appoiniment of a
person with Dr Manea's abilities and
standing in the community to chair the
committee which has representatives
from the shires and the Forests Depart-
ment.

STATE FORESTS: SHANNON RIVER
BASIN
Coups
Hon. A. A, LEWIS, 10 the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:

When is it intended that the coups
named in question 265 of Wednesday,
24 August 1983, will be cut?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

Cutting will be completed by Autumn
1984,

[COUNCIL)
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STATE FOREST
Seed Trees
Hon. A. A LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:

What is the area of the [4 coupes given
in answer 10 my question 263 of
Wednesday, 24 August 19837

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
932 hectares.

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Smoking: Campaign
Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-
cral representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What are the names of the personnel
employed 10 assist with the Govern-
ment’s antismoking campaign?

{(2) Whaut is the classification, title and sal-
ary level of each person assisting with
the campaign?

(3) What is the total cost of media pro-
grammes to which the Government is
already committed for the campaign?

(4)

What portion of the media costs will go
10—

{a) regional newspapers,
{b) national newspapers;
(c) television;

(d) radio; and

(¢) others?

What are the names of the different
media organisations used, to date, in the
antismoking campaign?

(5}

(6) To date, what s the total amount of the

funds committed to the campaign?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Ms Deborah Fisher;
Mr Bob Cribb.

(2) Ms Deborah Fisher (contract 12
months);
Co-ordinator of Smoking and Health
Project;

Classification: C-11-9;
Salary: $26 755.

Mr Bob Cribb (contract six months);
Press Liaison Smoking and Health Proj-
ect;

Classification: A Grade Journalist:
Salary: $23 490,
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Members of the Health Education Unit
staff devote varying amounts of time 10
the smoking and health project.

At present this involves four health edu-
cation oflicers working full-time on the
project and 10 others who devotc part of
their time at regional offices.

Classification and salary vary depending
on which officers are working on the
project at a given lime.

327

171}

HOUSING
Defence Services

Hon. P. H. WELLS, 1o the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Housing:

(n

(2)

How many State Government houses
and unils are available for use by de-
fence services’ personnel?

How many of these units are empty at
present?

(3) How many of these units have remained
{3) $150000. empty for—
per cent {a) three months;
(4) (a) regional newspapers........ 10 (b) 12 months;
E:)) _':_2;'0% newspapers :'(; (¢) more than 12 months?
(d) radio..cooiiiiiiie, 30 ]
(¢) city newspapers.............. 20 Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(S) Odgers Advertising; (1) 678 units of housing.
Ross Goodleit and 'Associates; (2) and (3) Vacant units under this scheme
Taimac Video: are controlled by the Department of De-
: ) fence. The State Housing Commission
Soundwest Recorders; has for some time been concerned about
Magus Photography; the numbers of vacant units and the
Three freelance copy writers, length of time some of the units have
A freelance designer; been vacant and | wrote to the Federal
A freelance media planner. Ministerrearlier thi§ y;ar rf:quesli;g the
return of non-required units to be ex-
(6) $350000 which includes 380 000 10 be . 4

expended on a schools campaign in the
third term of 1983.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK

pedited. Consequently, over the past six
months some 12 units have been re-
turned Lo the commission.

In a communication dated 8 July 1983,
the Department of Defence indicated 49
units vacant in excess of four months. Of

South Coast National Parks Authority

326. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Atiorncy Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-
vironment:

these, 12 units are under consideration
for return te the commission’s normal
rental pool. From the information
available there arc 19 units which have

Will ane of the conservationists who pro-
posed the D’Entrecasteaux National
Park in 1974 be the conservation move-
ment’s representative on the south coast
national parks authority?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

‘The Conservation Council of Wesiern

Australia Inc. has been invited Lo nomi-
natc ong representative to be a member
of the South Coast National Park Ad-
visory Committee.

It will be for that council to determine
ils nominee.

been vacant for 12 months or more.

It should also be noted that there are
some 20 units vacant at Bullsbrock, an
area where there is no demand for
housing commission accommodation.
_The commission has for some consider-
able time encouraged the Department of
Defence to transfer its personnel 1o
Bullsbrook when vacancies occur to
allow a greater number of units 1o be re-
turned to the commission in the estates
where there is a high demand for hous-

ing.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT: MANJIMUP
SHIRE COUNCIL

Land Management Committees

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Forests:

Has the Premier and his Cabinet been
advised of the Manjimup Council’s dis-
appointment with the extremely limited
terms of reference of the various com-
mittees associated with land manage-
ment, softwood policies, Shannon basin
park and the economices of planting pines
on private property?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
Yes.

The terms of reference of the land re-
view task force were devised so that the
review team would not be prevented
from addressing any aspect of land re-
source management. The other inquiries
referred 1o by the member are concerned
with specific land management prob-
lems. There are no constraints on the
committees which would prevent them
investigating the specific problem they
are concerned with.

NOXIOUS WEED
Paterson’s Curse

Hon W. G. ATKINSON, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Will the Government consider, in the
light of the recent court decision in
South Australia, declaring the weed
Paterson’s curse a noxious weed, and en-
courage other States to make similar
declaration to enable further research
into the biological control of Patersons
curse and possible rclease of such
methods of control by the CSIRO?

(2) Wil the Government consider comp-
lementary legislation with other States
and the Commonwealth Goverament as
a tesuli of the injunction granied as a
result of the court decision in South
Australia?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

{1) Paterson’s curse has been a declared pri-
mary noxious weed for many years in
Western Australia and Wesiern Aus-
tralia has always fully supported the re-
lease of the biological control agents.

[COUNCIL}

(2) The Australian Agricultural Council at
its meeting on 1 August, agreed to the
preparation of complementary legis-
lation to provide a framework for re-
search into biological control and the re-
lease of control agents where these be-
came available. When this legislation
becomes available T will be rec-
ommending its adoption to Cabinet.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS AND PRI-

MARY SCHOOLS
Naorth Metropolitan Province: Enrolments

330. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-

eral representing the Minister for Education:

{1} What is the present student enrolment
for each Siate primary and high school
in the North Metropolitan Province?

(2) At this date, in 1982, what was the en-
rolment at each of these schools?

(3) What is the estimated enrolment for
each of these schools for 19847

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

In questions 294, 308 and 330 the mem-
ber has sought the following information
with respect 10 each of the 46 Siate pri-
mary or high schools in the North
Metropolitan Province—

(1) The number of transportable or
temporary classrooms in 1982, 1983
and anticipated in 1984;

{2) the number of full-time and part-
time personnel employed as
teachers, gardeners, cleaners, li-
brary aides and other categories
currently and anticipated in 1984;

(3) the student enrolment for each
school in 1982, 1983 and antici-
pated for 1984,

Most of this information is not available
on computer lape that can be machine
processed. Providing the member with
the information he secks will involve a
very considerable number of man-hours
on the part of officers of my department.
It is estimated that it might cost the tax-
payers $500 10 obtain thc necessary de-
tail.

Mighi | request the member consider
the purposes for which he is seeking so
comprehensive a compendium of infor-
mation 50 that | might satisfy his pur-
poses without involving my depariment
in the very lengthy and expensive exer-
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cise of extracting by hand the infor-
mation he is currently seeking.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: ARBITRATION
System: Government Support

93. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Does the Government support our indus-
trial arbitration system and the role
within that system which necessarily
must be pursued by the Industrial Com-
mission?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

The short answer is “Yes'".

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pitbara: Criticism

94, Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

If, in fact, he fully supports the com-
mission and its commissioners in their
work, does he suppor! the remarks of Mr
Willis, the Federal Minister for Employ-
ment and Industrial Relations, in his
strong criticism of the Pifbara strikers
for the action they have 1aken?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

1t is not for me to say whether | support
Mr Willis. 1 discussed his statement
with him before he made it. The mem-
ber will recall that 1 made a similar
stalement shortly prior to Mr Willis’
making his statement. | said that we did
not support an extension of a 38-hour
week,

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Filbara: Criticism
95. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industriai Relations: ]
Il the Minister will forgive me for pur-
suing this question—
Hon. D. K. Dans: Don't ask for fargiveness,
just ask the question.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: —I must ask this:
He said he had made a statement con-
demning a reduction in the 38-hour
week, and the Federal Minister con-
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demned the strike action for the damage
it was doing, so will this Minister now
publicly state that he is concerned by
and condemns the action of these mili-
tant union groups, action which
threatens an important industry in this
State? | am asking him to say publicly
that he condemns this action,

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

1 have no iniention 10 use this Chamber
to inflame a sitwation which is near res-
olution.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pilbara: Direction by Industrial Commission

96. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Et is interesting that when it suits him
the Minister makes statements, but
when it does not he ducks his head.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The question be-
fore the House is, "“Are there any
further questions without notice?" | call
the Hon. G. E. Masters.

Hon. G E. MASTERS: 1 direct a question 1o
the Minister for Industrial Relations.
Why has not his Government publicly
supported the Industrial Commission?
Will he now publicly call upon the
strikers and their leaders to obey the di-
rections of the industrial commissioners?
He said he supports the commission and
its commissioners.

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

1 do not understand the question. If the
member is saying that he wants me to
publicly call in this Chamber upon the
strikers to obey the commission, 1 am
not sure what he means. | hope he is
aware that the only maiter before the
commission at present is the question of
deregistration, and we are waiting for an
outcome on that matter. He simply does
not understand the system—that is the
problem.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pitbara: Direction by lndustrial Commission

97. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Mr Coleman recently stated that Mr
Dans did not understand the problem.
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Hon. Peter Dowding: Oh, come on. That's

another statement.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Can 1 direct a

question—

Hon Tom Stephens: We are wondering

whether you can ask a question.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | ask the Minister

ter this question: In view of the fact that
he supports the commission and the de-
cisions of its commissioners and their
rights to make such decisions, will he in-
form this House and therefare the public
whelther he agrees with the com-
missioners and whether he will support
any direction those commissioners may
make for the strikers to go back to
work?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

I have spent a long time in industrial re-
lations. Mr President, you have allowed
the Opposition spokesman on these mat-
ters the luxury 10 make a speech during
question time, but 1 will not speculate on
the outcome of the action.

The PRESIDENT: Order! | ask the Leader

of the House not to reflect an the Chair.
I think that on reflection he will come to
the decision that the Chair was indeed
doing all in its power to insist that the
member asking the questions in fact did
that.

NATURAL DISASTER: FLOOD

Narrogin: Mitigation Work

Hon. H, W, GAYFER, to the Leader of the
Housc representing the Minister for Water
Resources:

Has any decision been made by or has
there been any feedback at all from the
Federal authorities in respect of the pro-
posed Narrogin flood mitigation work? [
gave nalice of this question by phoning
it through at 9.00 o'clock this morning.

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

! thank the member for some notice of
the question, but I have been unable to
get the information for him. 1 ask him 10
place the question on notice.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW AND ADVISORY

COMMITTEE
Reports

99. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF, o the Attorney
General:

()

(2)

In respect of the answer to part (4) of
question 319, as 10 which reports of the
Legislative Review and Advisory Com-
mittce had been acted upon, to which
the Minister advised that none of the re-
ports had resulted in the disallowance of
regulations, is he aware that a number
of the reports have been acted upon or
dealt with by methods other than disal-
lowance?

Will he make this further information
available to the House?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1)

and (2) I am happy to have a further
analysis made, and present it when
available.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Narthampton District: Upgrading

100. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education

(1
(2)
(3)
4)

(5)

When was it decided 10 upgrade the
Northampton District High School?

What amount of money was allocated
for this purpose?

When were tenders for the upgrade first
called?

What amount of repairs and renovations
money has been spent on Northampton
District High School in recent years?

What amount of money had been allo-
cated by the former Government for the
upgrading or the provision of a new
school?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

I thank the member for some notice of

the question. The Minister for Edu-

cation has provided the following

reply—

(1) 1581

(2) 320000 was approved in the 1982-
83 capital works Budget for
planning and calling tenders with
the balance 1o be considered as
works-in-progress in the 1983-84
Budget.

(3) 18 June 1983.
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(4) Other than for emergency work,
spending on repairs and renovations
at the Northampton District High
School has been scheduled to be
carried out concurrent with the
upgrading now under consideration.

(5) $20 000 in the 1982-83 Budget.

MINING: COAL
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd: Writ
Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:
Was he informed that the SEC would

issuc a wril against Griffin Coal Mining
Co. Ltd.; and, if so, when?

Haon. PETER DOWDING replied:

Yes, before it was issued.

MINING: COAL
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd: Writ
Hon. A. A. LEWIS, 1o the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:
Did he have discussions with either Grif-
fin Coal Mining or the union before the
writ was issued?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replicd:

I assume the member refers to the Collic
Coal Miners’ Union, or was he referring
to some other union?

Hon. A. A. Lewis: That's the only union,
isn'tit!

Hon. PETER DOWDING: l amata bitof a
loss to know what the member is asking
for.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: You should have a grasp
of your portfolio.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: | have a grasp of
my porifolio but | do not have a grasp of
the question the member is trying to
frame. 1 am trying to help him through
his difficulties in expressing himself. |
have had discussions with the Collie
Coal Miners’ Union and Griffin Coal
over a number of months about a
number of subjects, and in that context
we have discussed some of the matters
the subject of the writ.

MINING: COAL
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Lid: Writ

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Fuel and Energy:
He has stated he has had discussions
with the Coilie Coal Miners’ Union, but
did he put his conclusions from those
discussions in writing to the union as he
promised he would?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
1 do not know 1o which discussions the
member is referring. 1 have written to
the union about 2 number of matters,
and [ have had a number of discussions
with the unpion. In that context, corre-
spondence has passed between us.

[Resolved: That questions be continued.}

FUEL AND ENERGY
Fuel Tax

Hon. N. F. MOORE, 1o the Minister for

Fuel and Energy:

(1) Has the Minister initiated a study into
the impact on the SEC’s operating costs
of the recently increased Federal fuel
levy?

(2) What will be the impact, and how wili
the increased cost be accommodated by
the SEC?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1Y and (2) Yes. When the study is fully
completed 1 will be in a position to
answer the question.

The member will know the decision in
relation 10 the levy was changed and
whereas it was thought the State would
be paying something in the order of $6.8
million extra, as a result of the Federal
Government’s subsequent decision that
figure is likely to be very much reduced,
probably something less than $1 million.

MINING: COAL
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd:-Writ
Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister lor
Fuel and Energy:
I refer to the writ issued by the SEC

apainst the Griffin Coal Mining Co.
Ltd., and ask—

(1) 1s it a fact that the writ was issued
on a Monday but that no details
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were given of the writ until the fol-
fowing day?

{2} Is this the usuval practice of the
SEC?

Han. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) 1 did not issue the writ. | was

not charged with responsibility for the
issue of the writ and | am not in a pos-
ition 10 provide the information the
member seeks.

MINING: COAL

Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd: Writ

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

(1) The Minister does not seem 1o have any

grasp of his portfolio. Is the Minister or
the SEC trying to break the contract
and lower the tonnage supplied by the
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd.?

(2) If so is this the reason that Western

Collieries Ltd.’s contract has not yet
been signed?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) | may not have a grasp of my

portfolio but the member clearly does
not have a grasp of Standing Orders.
That matter is sub judice and T decline
to answer the question.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: That is wrong, of course.

MINING: ACT
Inquiry: Membership

Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Mines:

Can the Minister advise the names of
those persons appainted ta the Hunt in-
quiry into the Mining Act?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

Yes. | will provide the full and correct
names to the member. The matter has
been the subject of some publicity. | do
not carry in my head a couple of the
names but | will provide the member
with the information tomorrow.

FUEL AND ENERGY
Coal: Reduction

Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

Is it a fact that the SEC is trying to take
a reduced amount of ¢oal out of 1he Col-
lie coalfields?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

The SEC would be delighted to have
cheaper coal, which would benefil the
people of Western Australia, If the
member is referring to the action
currently before the court, 1 have
already made it clear that 1 am not
going 1o jeopardise the interests of either
party, and I will not comment on it. 1
decline to comment on any matter which
affects that action. The member ought
to know that in the interests of both liti-
gants we ought not to comment on the
matter in this House.

FUEL AND ENERGY
Coal: Reduction

109. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

As | understand it, and the Minister can
correct me if [ am wrong, he said earlier
he did not know what was in the liti-
gation. Is this a move by the Govern-
ment to reduce the amount of coal that
comes out of the Collie coalflields?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

No.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pilbara: Direction by Industrial Commission

110. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
industrial Relations:

I previously called on the Minister to
make a public comment and you, Mr
President, rightly sat him down because
he staried 10 make a speech.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable mem-

bers seem 1o be losing completely ap-
preciation of question without notice
time. The honourable member knows,
because | have told him on several oc-
casions, that the privilege of asking
questions is a leng-standing privilege in
our parliamentary system. It clearly be-
hoves the member secking the infor-
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mation 1o simply seek the information,
and the provider of the answer to pro-
vide an answer. It is not an opportunity
for making speeches or giving points of
view on what some other member has
done.

Ample opportunities exist and there are
ample provisions within our Standing
Orders for the honourable member to
make a speech on the subject about
which he was just speaking. It is not to
be done in preface to a question without
nolice.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | ask the Leader of
the House whether on behalf of the
Government he would be prepared to
state publicly that he would be prepared
to support a direction of the Industrial
Commissioner, or Commissioners, or
Commission 1o strikers in the Pilbara
dispute.

President’s Ruling

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 am starting to
lose my patience. The honourable mem-
ber can correct me if 1 am wrong, but if
that is not the same question he asked
earlier this afiernoon | completely mis-
understand what he is saying. If it is, it
is out of order.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: 1 thought the Minis-
ter did not reply and 1 repeated the
question because [ thought he had not
had the chance to reply.

The PRESIDENT: The ruling is that a
member cannot ask the same question
twice. | have not given any ruling about
the answering of it.

Questians without Notice Resumed

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Pawer Station: Kwinana
I1l. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Fuel and Energy:
Further 10 my question 286 on natice
taday 1 ask if more North-West Shelf
gas is to be used and Collie coal will
continue Lo be the major source of fuel,
does this mean all oil-fired generators at
Kwinana witl be stopped?

The PRESIDENT: The question appears to
me 10 be hypothetical.

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

Hon
Hon

It is intended to reduce the SEC’s de-
pendence on oil, not only because it is an
expensive commodity, but also because
we have a commitment 10 maintzin a
proper level of output from the Collie
coalfields and because the member’s
mob, having got us into the contract for
North-West Shell gas—

. A. A. Lewis: Is that a bad thing?
. PETER DOWDING: If there is any

pressure on Collie coal it is because of
the Hon. Sandy Lewis and his Govern-
ment which committed this State to a
take-or-pay commitment that they must
have known would result in great press-
ure on all the energy sources of this
State. If anyone has caused the problem
we are in it is the Hon. Sandy Lewis
who did not speak up in the parly room
for his own clectorate. That is the prob-
lem.

The SEC’s intention is 10 use as much
gas as is consislent with maintaining a
proper level of output from the Collie
coalfields. That will result in a consider-
able reduction in use by the SEC of oil
in Kwinana.

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:
LEWIS, THE HON. A, A.

Party Meeting

112. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Fuel

The
Hon

and Energy:

Can the Minister tell me what | said at
the party meeting today, as he is so
knowledgeable?

PRESIDENT: Order!

. PETER DOWDING replied:

If it was as silly as the remarks the
member makes here I do not think it
would help anybody.

Several members interjected.

The

PRESIDENT: Order!

BILLS
Marginal Notes

113. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-

eral:

The Attorney may remember that I
asked him about this subject and he
later answered me by letter. | referred to
marginal notes in Bills and amendments
coming to this House. The tenor of the
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reply was that that system had not been
in use for 12 years and he did not think
il was needed. As the department has
available to it today word processors and
mare material to enable it better to hold
that sort of information, why is it so dif-
ficult to provide the sort of information
that the department was able to make

rcal difficulty, and also based, if I recall,
on difficulties associated with obtaining
marginal notes that were both accurate
and meaningful. 1 think in the circum-
stances set out in my earlier reply, it is
unlikely that there is at this time any
real justification for reverting 1o the

available in the days when it had.to be
done manually?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

The honourable member has the advan-
tage over me in having my last answer

readily available to him. 114, Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Hon. P, H. Wells: | have not brought it with Fuel and Energy:

me. _ ] (1) Has he had talks with the Collic Miners’
Hon. J. M. BERINSON: Neither his Industrial Union with regard to the

queslion nor my answer was so memor- fong-term future of Collie coal?
able that | have all the details in mind. g )
Nonetheless, 1 think 1 am safe in re- (2) If so, has he confirmed this discussion in
calling that the indication that it was not weiting?

intended to resort 1o the use of marginal .
notes was nol simply based on the fact Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes, I have had discussions,

that they had not been used for some
time, but based as well on the fact there
was no evidence that the lack of those (2) 1 do not recall if 1 have written a letter
marginal notes was causing anyone any about it.

earlier practice.

MINING: COAL
Collie: Future

|



